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KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 — Umno supreme council member Datuk Lajim Ukin announced 

today he is quitting all party positions to work with the opposition Pakatan Rakyat (PR) pact 

in Sabah’s interest, in the run-up to key national polls. 

 

The Sabah lawmaker said he would leave it to the ruling party to decide on his Umno 

membership and his position as deputy minister of housing and local government. 

 

Lajim was also reported as saying he was not joining the federal opposition as a party 

member despite widespread rumours that he would be defecting to PKR. 

 

“As for my post as deputy minister, that will be decided by Prime Minister (Datuk Seri Najib 

Razak) at his discretion.  

 

“Meanwhile, the Umno supreme council will determine my membership in Umno... if they 

feel I have violated the party’s regulations then they can dismiss me,” Lajim (picture) was 

quoted by state news agency Bernama as telling reporters during the breaking of fast at his 

home in Likas Jaya, near Kota Kinabalu this evening. 

 

The news agency also reported him publicly declaring the setting up of a new movement 

called the Pakatan Perubahan Sabah (PPS), or the Sabah Reform Front, at the same event, 

saying the group has a line-up of 17 representatives — one for each parliamentary 

constituency — in the state. 

 

Apart from sitting on the Umno supreme council, Lajim was Beaufort Umno division chief 

and Beaufort Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman. He said he was resigning with immediate 

effect.  

 

The Beaufort MP had last month told reporters the rumour had likely spread because “I 

speak like I am in opposition” but that he has made “no decision to leave and no offer has 

been made.” 

 

“This is just speculation because I speak like I am in opposition. But it is not because I am 

against the government but I want improvements to my constituency. We have faced 

problems like flooding for over 15 years. 

 

“But nothing is impossible in politics. If the public wants me to go, I will go, if they want me 

to stay, I will stay,” he had said then. 

 

Lajim also said that because of his independent stance, “the speculation could have started 

internally with the intention to sideline me from BN.” 

 

He had come under fire from Sabah BN secretary Datuk Rahman Dahlan last week for his 

vocal internal criticism of the coalition. 

 

“There is no room in Barisan and Umno for prima donnas,” Rahman was quoted as saying 

by The Star on July 20. 

 



“No one is indispensable. People, including prime ministers, have come and gone,” the Kota 

Belud MP was quoted further. 

 

Opposition Leader Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, who earlier today confirmed he was visiting 

the ruling BN coalition’s eastern stronghold tomorrow for a mystery function, has deepened 

speculation of a major political shift in Sabah. 

 

Anwar’s chief of staff, Ibrahim Yaacob, confirmed to The Malaysian Insider the PKR adviser 

would be in Beaufort, Lajim’s parliamentary seat, but kept a tight lip on the nature of the 

function. 

 

“He has just arrived from Medina this morning and will be in Beaufort tomorrow, but what 

programmes he will be attending we don’t know,” Ibrahim said when contacted today. 

 

Anwar has also been mum on the invitation. 

 

Yesterday, Sabah PKR chief Ahmad Tamrin Jaini was reported by news portal Malaysiakini 

as saying the party had been invited to attend the launch of the Sabah Reform Front (SRF), 

which was organised by Lajim and Tuaran MP Datuk Seri Wilfred Mojilip Bumburing. 

 

Lajim had quit his post as Kerambai Kebatu Umno branch chief last month but maintained 

that he was not leaving the party to join the opposition, while Bumburing, who is also 

deputy president of the United Pasokmomogun Kadazandusun Murut Organisation (UPKO), 

quit his BN division chief post last week. The latter has been coy of his chances of crossing 

over to PKR. 

 

In Sabah, the deep-seated issue of illegal immigrants will likely be used as a key campaign 

issue in the coming polls, with the Najib administration holding the trump card for having 

finally agreed to investigate the issue by forming a royal commission of inquiry. 

 

Federal seats in east Malaysia’s Sabah and Sarawak are expected to be PR’s focal point 

come the elections as both states, including the federal territory of Labuan, make up a 

whopping 57 seats, or 25 per cent of the 222 parliamentary seats available. 

 

In Election 2008, BN retained power over the Putrajaya administrative capital largely due to 

wins in east Malaysia and Labuan, where it made a near-clean sweep, winning 55 seats 

against PR’s two. 

 

But the ruling pact lost its customary two-thirds parliamentary majority after only securing 

a five-seat margin ahead of PR in the peninsula, winning in just 85 constituencies while PR 

secured 80 seats. 
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