Sosma 2012 To Be Used To Ensure Smooth Running Of GE13
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KUALA LUMPUR, April 10 (Bernama) -- Police will use the Security Offences (Special
Measures) Act 2012 (Sosma) in ensuring that the 13th general election (GE13) will run
smoothly without any incidents or security threats.

As such, Bukit Aman Legal and Prosecution Division principal assistant director Datuk Razali
Basri said those arrested during the campaign period or throughout the election process,
can be investigated under Sosma and charged under the Penal Code.

"This includes the new Section 124B of the Penal Code concerning activity detrimental to
parliamentary democracy, which is punishable by imprisonment up to 20 years and Section
124C where any attempt to commit the same crime under Section 124C, an individual can
be punished by imprisonment up to 15 years," he told reporters after the briefing on GE13
at Bukit Aman here Wednesday.

Razali said the police, however, would use the Peaceful Assembly Act 2011 in dealing with
incidents occurring before the nomination day.

Meanwhile, Kuala Lumpur police chief Datuk Mohmad Salleh urged all quarters, including
non-governmental organisations and political party members and supporters, planning to
hold a gathering or 'ceramah’ (political talk) to notify the police first as it was subjected to
the Peaceful Assembly Act.

"Please remember that, right now, any political activity, including ceramah and gathering, is
subjected to the Act which applies before the nomination day. However, from the
nomination day onwards, the Election Offences Act 1954 may apply," he said.

While expressing disappointment over certain quarters who chose to ignore and even violate
the instructions stated under the Act, he said the police would not hesitate to take actions
against them.

On Kuala Lumpur police's strength in facing the GE13, Mohmad said 8,580 personnel from
the Kuala Lumpur police contingent were in the full state of preparedness.

He said two officers had also been appointed to provide information and answer all
questions from the media on matters concerning Kuala Lumpur police.

"We also have an operation room or media centre which will operate round the clock to
answers all questions about the general election," he said.
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