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IPOH, April 9 — Pakatan Rakyat (PR) only fulfilled 15 per cent of its promises from the 2008 

polls, Datuk Seri Najib Razak said today, pouring doubt over the federal opposition’s ability 

to deliver on the many other pledges it made in its Election 2013 manifesto. 

 

The prime minister said unlike PR, Barisan Nasional’s (BN) manifesto promises are better 

researched, non-populist in nature and more achievable. 

 

“PR, they made election promises in 2008 but only 15 per cent of their promises were 

delivered. 

 

“So I recommend that PR changes its name to Pakatan 15 per cent... because that is all 

they achieved,” Najib (picture) said at a special luncheon with Perak’s Chinese guilds and 

associations at the Tow Boo Keong temple hall here. 

 

“Our manifesto has been scrutinised and all say that the commitments are doable, and they 

are also fiscally responsible. 

 

“We will reduce fiscal deficit over the years... because the economy will grow, and we know 

how to grow it, we will create more wealth and share it with the rest of the country,” he 

said. 

 

In contrast, Najib said PR’s election promises of slashing toll rates, free education for all and 

cheaper fuel could not be achieved as “no country in the world could do it”. 

 

“We believe in creating wealth, we are not a populist government. 

 

“If you keep on giving to the rakyat, promise free this and that... everything reduced and 

given free, no country in the world could do it. 

 

“So don’t get taken up by such empty promises,” he said. 

 

Najib also used the uncertainty that would plague the economy if there were a change in 

government as leverage against the opposition. 

 

“The stock market is just waiting for some good news to happen. Analysts have said if BN 

gets a fresh mandate we are set to see a fresh economic boom in the country,” he told the 

crowd. 

 

He also pointed to the China-based CSR ZhuZhou Electric Locomotive Company’s RM400 

million complex in Batu Gajah, for which he attended the groundbreaking ceremony this 

morning, as proof of BN’s economic viability. 

 

“They invest because the present government has very good relations with China. This is 

important because China is soon to become the world’s largest economy.” 

 

“I don’t know about the leader of the opposition. I don’t know if he has, or will have, good 

relations with China,” he added, referring to Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim. 



 

Acknowledging that BN has to win Chinese voters in Perak, he said, “If the Chinese 

community supports BN in big numbers then BN will be a strong government.” 

 

“I want to tell you that the best is yet to come,” he promised. 
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