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KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 — Election 2013 was not simply a “Chinese tsunami” as it showed a 

major swing among the multiracial urban and middle-class electorate against Barisan 

Nasional (BN), independent pollster Merdeka Center said yesterday. 

 

Sinar Harian Online reported Merdeka Center executive director Ibrahim Suffian (picture) 

today as saying that Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak’s reading of the May 5 general 

election as a “Chinese tsunami” was inaccurate as urban Malays had also voted for Pakatan 

Rakyat (PR). 

 

“There were differences between the low-income and the middle-income areas, as well as 

between the urban and rural areas,” Ibrahim was quoted as saying. 

 

Analysts have noted that BN’s historic losses in Election 2013 were the result of a 

middle-class and urban exodus from the coalition that further widened the urban-rural rift in 

the country. 

 

In their preliminary reading of the vote trend, analysts pointed out that despite the increase 

in Chinese support for PR, the political tsunami had also swept with it a large number of 

Malays who form part of the country’s middle- to upper-class electorate. 

 

Ibrahim was also quoted as saying today that several constituencies had shown marginal BN 

victories that reflected a tight competition between BN and PR. 

 

BN lost the popular vote for the first time since 1969 when it was then the Alliance. 

 

BN also bled an additional seven federal seats to PR in Sunday’s polls. BN and PR won 133 

and 89 federal seats respectively. 
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