Malaysia Does Not Welcome Foreign Interference In 'Allah’' Issue - Anifah
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KUALA LUMPUR, July 15 (Bernama) -- Malaysia does not welcome foreign interference or
influence on the usage of the word 'Allah’, said Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Anifah Aman.

In a statement Sunday, Anifah said as a sovereignh country, such interference would only
stoke religious sentiments in the country and would not help in contributing towards
ensuring racial and religious stability and harmony in the country.

"The matter (word Allah issue) case is currently being heard at the Court of Appeal and all
parties should let the case be determined according to the rule of law of the country," he
said.

Vatican City ambassador to Malaysia Archbishop Joseph Marino was reported to have lauded
local church's campaign to include the Arabic word 'Allah’ to refer to GOD, amongst
Christians.

The archbishop's open support has not gone down well with several Muslim groups who
have considered the move as insensitive and highly offensive for Muslims and Malaysians.
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