Government Assistance Given Tothe People Not Because Of Pressure From The
Opposition - Ismail Sabri
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KUALA BESUT, July 22 (Bernama) -- Development projects and aid provided by the
government for the people of Kuala Besut are not because of the election or pressure from
the opposition.

Instead, they are implemented after thorough planning, Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob said today.

Referring to the upgrading of a dam in Kampung Nangka, he said the project had been
planned a long time ago.

"The question of projects being hastily approved does not arise because there are various
process involved before a project, like upgrading of a dam, can be implemented, from
conducting a study to design work.

"It cannot be done in two weeks. Perhaps, the opposition thinks building such a project is
like making a bund in the padi fields," he told reporters after a visit to the Kuala Besut
Farmers' market here Monday.

Ismail Sabri said this in response to a claim by PAS election director Dr Hatta Ramli that the
people were able to get aid from the government because of pressure imposed by the
opposition in the Kuala Besut by-election campaign.

The Barisan Nasional has announced Tengku Zaihan Che Ku Abd Rahman, 37, a civil
engineer with the Drainage and Irrigation Department who hails from Kuala Besut, as its
candidate while PAS has named Endot alias Azlan Yusof, 48, a contractor, as its candidate.

The by-election has been necessitated by the death of assemblyman Dr A. Rahman Mokhtar
of the BN of lung cancer on June 26.

He had won the seat with a 2,434 majority by beating Napisah Ismail of PAS in the general
election on May 5.

Kuala Besut has 17,683 voters.
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