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Umno is losing out to PAS in the battle for young talent, with doctors, lawyers and 

engineers joining the Islamic political party. 

 

And the reason for this trend: Umno leaders fear those smarter than them. 

 

Former Umno president Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad who held the helm for more than two 

decades told reporters at his Hari Raya open house in Seri Kembangan today that, "the 

party itself is not the problem, the problem is the people who run it". 

 

"If you do not know how to run something, then the best organised organisation will not 

help.” 

 

He also said that the party has to attract younger people as some of the leaders have been 

there for far too long. 

 

"They will need to re-examine themselves, because the party has become old and a lot of 

the leaders have been there for quite a long time. The young people don't find the party 

attractive anymore." 

 

Dr Mahathir added that the younger generation seem to want to play a bigger role but 

looking at the leadership at state and national levels, it looks like they are not given the 

chance. 

 

"So the problem is this... Umno don't like and fear 'people smarter than their leaders'," he 

said, adding that as a result of this the credible ones from the party join PAS. 

 

The former prime minister also pointed out that previously, PAS had ustaz as members only 

but now they have lawyers, engineers and doctors. 

 

Still an influential figure within the party, Dr Mahathir in an open letter to Umno members 

earlier today, said the Malays must not sabotage Umno in the coming party elections. 

 

This, he said, is because Umno is the only party which can ensure that Malays profit. 

 

He acknowledged that the ruling party has lost touch with the Malays as its members are 

more interested in pursuing their own individual interests rather than helping the public. 

 

“The spirit to fight for the people, religion and country is no longer present. There is no 

loyalty to Umno because allegiance has now shifted from the party to selected individuals,” 

he said in the letter published in the Umno-backed Malay weekly, Mingguan Malaysia. 

 

“Members are bribed with money, overseas trips and to perform umrah. With that, all Umno 

members are involved in bribery by selling their votes for money," he said. 

 

However, Dr Mahathir said the party still has much to offer to Malays compared to 

opposition parties. 

 



“Accept the reality and be thankful. Do not complain that no benefits were given despite 

years of supporting Umno," Mahathir added. – August 18, 2013. 
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