Malaysia Willing To Share Knowledge With South Africa To Undertake Transformation
Programme, Says Najib
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PUTRAJAYA, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is willing to share its knowledge and experience
with South Africa to undertake transformation programme, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak announced on Monday.

Speaking at a joint press conference with visiting South Africa President Jacob Zuma, Najib
said President Zuma showed deep interest in the Performance Management and Delivery
Unit (Pemandu) (in the Prime Minister's Department), with emphasis on programme
execution and implementation.

"South Africa is keen to look at how we execute our transformation programme. He invited
Datuk Seri Idris Jala to make a complete presentation to the South Africa government
soon," he said.

Idris Jala is the Minister in the Prime Minister's Department and the chief executive officer of
Pemandu.

Pemandu is the unit that monitors implementation of the Key Performance Indicator (KPI)
initiative.

Najib said Malaysia was sensitive to South Africa's needs, particularly in getting the majority
of the people there to benefit from economic development projects and programmes.

"The issues raised by President Zuma in terms of affirmative action, creating jobs and
fighting crimes are issues familiar to us.

"We are ready to contribute our experience," he added.

Najib said there was huge business opportunities for Malaysian companies in South Africa
particularly in infrastructure development, power generation and development of airports
and ports.

"Malaysian companies stand ready to participate in the infrastructure development in South
Africa, depending on the terms and conditions that are offered to them. We also would like
to look at the future of our investments in South Africa particularly by Petronas," he added.

Meanwhile, Zuma said besides energy (sector), South Africa emphasised on growing its
manufacturing sector. He said the ministers in his delegation were looking at ways to
intensify trade relationship with Malaysia.

Asked on the current trade balance between the two countries, which is currently in
Malaysia's favour, Najib said: "We need to allow the market forces to play their part and the
government will encourage them to further enhance trade between the two countries.

He said Malaysia was not really able to determine whether the trade balance would favour
the country or its trading partner but "what is important is for the overall trade to be
balanced and managed in a prudent manner.



"At the moment, our trade with South Africa is in our favour, but we also have trade
balance with other countries, which is not in Malaysia's favour, but as long as the overall
trade balance is still in the positive territory, we are happy with that," added Najib, who is
also Finance Minister.
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