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KAJANG: Anwar Ibrahim will not be able to change the memorandum of understanding (MOU)
between the federal government and the Selangor state government even if he wins the Kajang
by-election and becomes Selangor Menteri Besar.

“Even though it is called MOU, it is an agreement. The obligations of both governments are
absolute. It cannot be changed or amended. It is irrevocable,” said Deputy Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin when asked whether the MOU can be changed in the future.

Muhyiddin said this after a walkabout session near Sungai Chua market with BN’s candidate
Chew Mei Fun.

Two days ago, the federal government and Selangor state government signed the water
agreement.

Under the MOU, the state government will issue a development order for the construction of the
Langat 2 Water Treatment Plant (Langat 2) and its distribution system (LRAL2) (Package 2A),
and ensure that all approvals and authorisation related to the project are approved within 30 days.

In return, the Selangor state government would be allowed to acquire water assets from
concessionaires Puncak Niaga Sdn Bhd (PNSB), Syarikat Bekalan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd
(Syabas), Syarikat Pengeluar Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Splash), and Konsortium ABASS Sdn Bhd
(ABBAS).

In addition, the federal government would also inject funds worth RM2 billion to Selangor to
facilitate the acquisition.

The MOU spells an end to the water woes for people in Kuala Lumpur, Selangor and Putrajaya.

However Selangor Menteri Besar Khalid Ibrahim has come under fire from his party bosses for
signing the MOU without consulting his party PKR.

Muhyiddin also added that water will be sourced from Pahang and it will be transferred to
Selangor and Klang Valley in the next two and half years.

Anwar in the dark, Khalid savvy

On that note, he also criticised Anwar for being in the dark over the MOU despite being
Selangor’s economic advisor.

“What is unusual if that Anwar didn’t know? What is important is Khalid knew about it. He is the
menteri besar and he has authority to decide.



“This proves that Anwar doesn’t know what he should know. At first he is economic advisor. It is
weird that he is advisor but doesn’t know about the signing,” said Muhyiddin.

“This shows that he never gave any advice. His position is in name only, but he does not do any
work at all.

“He has not made any contributions towards resolving the water crisis,” he added.

Muhyiddin is confident that the MOU signing shows Khalid had checkmated Anwar’s plans to
take over the top post in Selangor.

“Yes, Khalid does not seem to be politically savvy but he is an expert. He knows Anwar’s tricks.
So we can see both the top PKR leaders having different goals and views,” he said.

BN the underdog
On the Kajang by-election, he said BN would focus to win in all the polling centres.

“We will focus on all areas. Just because I came here doesn’t mean only Sungai Chua is
important. I went to other places as well.

“We cannot take things for granted. It is a tight competition. We are the underdogs,” said
Muhyiddin.

“We have to focus on winning in all the polling districts, not just Sungai Chua. The last time we
only won in four places,” he said referring to the GE13 results when MCA won in four
predominantly Malay areas.

There are five polling districts in Sungai Chua and none was won by MCA during the GE last
year.

Also present during the walkabout were BN election director,Noh Omar, MCA chief Liow Tiong
Lai and his deputy Wee Ka Siong.

The Kajang state seat fell vacant following the resignation of incumbent assemblymen Lee Chin
Cheh of PKR on Jan 27. The Election Commission fixed March 23 as polling date and
nomination will be on March 11. Early polling would be held on March 19.

The state seat comprises 39,728 registered voters. At the last general election in May, 2013, the
seat saw a voter turnout of 87.9% with 541 spoilt votes.
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