
ZAM: NAJIB PUSHED ‘PANIC BUTTONS’ ON TABUNG HAJI 

Malaysia Today   

May 10, 2015 

By Super Admin 

 

(Free Malaysia Today) – Former Information Minister Zainuddin Maidin has ventured 

that Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak pushed the panic buttons on Saturday morning 

when he advised Lembaga Tabung Haji (LTH) to sell the controversial 1.56 acres land it 

purchased from 1MDB for RM188.5 million. “Yet, when he speaks on Monday in 

conjunction with Umno’s 69th anniversary, it’s unlikely that he will step down.” 

“The sell decision shows that Najib is a weak leader,” said Zainuddin. “He doesn’t think 

carefully and weigh various options and factors before arriving at a decision.” 

“There’s no depth and maturity of thought.” 

It’s clear that he’s prone to flip-flop policies, he said, as evident in his earlier decisions to 

repeal the Internal Security Act (ISA) and Sedition Act, and the subsequent decision to 

retain the latter Act, among others. 

If Najib was hoping that his decision on LTH, taken in a panic, will earn the respect of 

the people, added Zainuddin, he was sadly mistaken. “He has lost the respect of the 

people and compromised the credibility of the government.” 

The explanation given by LTH Chairman Abdul Azeez Abdul Rahim that it was decided 

to sell the land to respect the sensitivity of the people, he argued, does not hold water. 

“He was implying that LTH did not take the sensitivity of the people into account before 

buying the land from 1MDB and was engaged in questionable practices.” 

“When he said on TV3 that LTH was selling the land to stop continued slanders, the 

people felt like throwing up.” 
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