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He says he instead warned of non-Muslims exploiting the Mahathir-Najib dispute for
their own benefit.

PETALING JAYA: Ridhuan Tee has denied a news report that said he supported Dr
Mahathir Mohamad’s call for Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak’s resignation.

Referring to the speech he delivered as an opener to Mahathir’s address to the public
two Saturdays ago, he says his main message was that the political battle between the
former prime minister and Najib did not profit Muslims in any way.

Writing for his Sinar Harian column, the controversial preacher also denies reports that
he was one of the organisers of the event, billed as “A Statesman Speaks”.

Tee says he was invited to speak for 15 minutes and was indeed told by the organisers
to speak “in tune” with Mahathir.

“I accepted the invitation to speak in good faith, but I did not choose sides in the dispute.
The gist of what I said was that the crisis between Tun M and the PM would not bring
any profit to the Muslim community, but would instead benefit the non-Muslims, who
are bound to exploit the situation. I told those present to discuss the truth, not who'’s
right and who'’s wrong.”

He tells his readers that he believes the nation must be saved from falling into the hands
of the “ultra kiasu”, his code phrase for political parties controlled by non-Muslims.

“The Muslim community must be united in the name of what is right, no matter whether
rightness belongs to Umno or PAS,” he says. “We don’t have much time. Quarrels that
bring us no profit must be stopped before it’s too late.”

Tee urges Najib to call all of Umno’s top leaders as well as “other sincere persons” for a
roundtable discussion to find the “best way forward to save the nation”.

“Make sacrifices for God and country,” he exhorts. “If you're wrong, admit it. If not, then
carry on with the way you’'ve been carrying on. Just don’t defend what cannot be
defended. The public is fed up with that kind of game.

“I shudder to imagine that this country will one day fall into the hands of the ultra kiasu.
They will at the very least insist on the Deputy Prime Minister’s post. They will pressure
for more communal schools and houses of worship. They will ask for 999-year leases on
land they currently occupy illegally. We'll see increasing numbers of pig farms,
breweries, casinos and night clubs.”
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