Najib has to spend more as BN no longer governs key states, says
Rahman Dahlan
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Barisan Nasional strategic communications chief Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan today
said it is not unusual if Datuk Seri Najib Razak has to spend more for the party than
his predecessors because he is leading at a time when BN is no longer ruling key
states in Malaysia.

In an interview with TV1 today, Abdul Rahman said that Najib, as Umno and BN
president has to cough up more to support the party nationwide because under his
tenure, the party no longer ruled Selangor and several other states.

"Last time, all the previous prime ministers had Selangor under them. But in Najib's
case, he has to channel money to keep Umno in Selangor going," he said.

Abdul Rahman said he did not find it "unusual" that a sum of RM2.6 billion would be
needed to fund the party, though he did not believe the entirety of the funds was used
for elections.

"It was probably used for other party activities and other corporate social
responsibility events," he said.

However, he said, Najib had full discretion as to how he wanted to use the money that
was donated to the party.

Abdul Rahman said Umno had donors from "all over the world" and that these are
individuals who are "comfortable with Umno's struggle".

"Anyone who resonates with our struggle for Malays and Muslims, they tend to donate
from all over the world," he added.

He also said that the opposition must "apologise" for claiming that the money was
from 1MDB.

"This allegation has caused instability in our economy," he said.

Abdul Rahman also said that in comparison, the political donations being dealt with in
Malaysia is "much smaller" than other countries. - August 4, 2015.
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