Malaysia to seek explanation from China, US over warships near
Spratly Islands
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Malaysia will seek explanation from China and the US over the presence of their
warships in Spratly Islands, during the Asean Defence Ministers' Meeting (ADMM)
Retreat and 3rd ADMM-Plus, which kick off in Subang tomorrow.

Malaysia's Defence Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein said he strongly
believed that the latest development on that particular issue would be briefed by his
counterparts, General Chang Wanquan from China and US Secretary of Defence Dr
Ashton Carter during their meeting.

"I will be looking forward to be briefed on the latest development if it really involved
the movement of assets between both sides.

"It is very difficult for me to say anything now because I'm not sure what is the latest
development on the issue."

It was reported that the controversy centred on a swath of territory in the South China
Sea that contained the Spratly Islands when Chinese officials condemned a US ship's
passage near the disputed islands recently.

Asked whether Malaysia welcomed US's challenge on China over the disputed islands,
Hishammuddin said he only welcomed any movement that would not disrupt stability
in this region.

China, Taiwan and Asean members, namely the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietham and
Brunei, have been wrangling over ownership and control of the South China Sea, a
resource-rich and busy waterway, in a conflict that has flared on and off for decades.

Hishammuddin said the 10 Asean countries should be united as a bloc.

"That is something that I put as my responsibility as long as I chair the Asean
(Defence Ministers' Meeting)."

He said the Asean countries were closely monitoring the situation in the world,
especially on what was happening in Ukraine, Syria, Iraq and other parts of the Middle
East, and in other countries.

"As our region's stability will also depend on how they conduct themselves in other
parts of the world, I don't think that what is happening there cannot replicate here."

ADMM is the highest defence consultative and cooperative mechanism in Asean on
matters related to defence. - Bernama, November 2, 2015.
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