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DAP is willing to assist former MCA president Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik, who is being sued
for defamation by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, if MCA is not up to the task,
Lim Guan Eng said today.

Its secretary-general said DAP, despite being a political rival of MCA, is willing to offer
Dr Ling help because it is a matter of principle.

"We will wait and see what MCA president Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai will do. Will he
defend Dr Ling, and prove his mettle and that he is no “su tou wu gui” (a person who
has no courage to face challenges)?

"If he cannot defend his former president, then how can he convince others that he
can defend the rights of 30 million Malaysians? If it comes to that, Dr Ling will have to
defend himself, but DAP is willing to extend assistance.

"We will do it because we cannot stand it. We cannot stand aside and watch Dr Ling
oppressed just because he said the prime minister should step down," he told
reporters in Bukit Minyak today after the opening of Pensonic's new head office.

It was reported yesterday that Najib is suing Ling over the latter's remarks on his
handling of the 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB) scandal.

Earlier this month, Ling reportedly said he agreed with Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
who is now Najib's biggest critic, that the prime minister had "taken the people's
money and put it in his own personal accounts".

Najib's lawyer sent a letter of demand to Ling on October 5, demanding for an
unreserved apology and compensation within seven days, failing which legal action
would be taken. Ling's lawyers responded by saying that the retired politician stood
by his statement.

Najib has been facing criticism and calls to step down for months over the 1MDB
scandal and the RM2.6 billion deposited into his private bank accounts before the
2013 general election which was exposed by The Wall Street Journal in July. -
October 30, 2015.
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