Perkasa to back PAS in GE14 if it becomes ‘progressive’, says Ibrahim
Ali
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Perkasa might back PAS in the 14th general election if the Islamist party showed it
could become progressive, the president of the Malay rights lobby group Datuk
Ibrahim Ali said today.

Perkasa had supported Umno in the 13th general election in 2013 but felt the lead
ruling Malay party was no longer striving for improvement, he said today in his policy
speech at the group's general assembly in Kuala Lumpur.

He said if PAS could show itself to be more progressive and able to care for
bread-and-butter issues affecting Malays, Perkasa would throw its support behind the
Islamist party.

"As for Umno, we give them until 2017 and then we will see, since both these parties
represent the Malays and Islam," Ibrahim said.

The next general election is due in 2018.
"Perkasa will not back any party on the basis of emotions or blind loyalty.

"As such, Perkasa's stand for the next general election will be based on two choices,
that is between Umno and PAS, which has severed its ties with DAP," the former Pasir
Mas MP said.

PAS and its one-time ally in the opposition, DAP, have cut ties after disagreeing over
various issues, including the Islamist party's push to implement hudud or the Islamic
penal code.

PAS is now alone on the opposition bench after refusing to join the new pact, Pakatan
Harapan, and has been receiving and responding with an open stance to Umno's
overtures to collaborate with the ruling Malay party.

Ibrahim today said Umno had to settle several issues that had affected its standing
with the people, including on the rising cost of living, the imposition of the goods and
services tax (GST), as well as alleged financial scandals involving its president Datuk
Seri Najib Razak.

Najib, who is also prime minister, has been under scrutiny over the massive debts of
his brainchild 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB), as well as a separate RM2.6
billion political donation that was depiosited into his personal bank accounts in early
2013, prior to the last general election.

Ibrahim himself has supported both PAS and Umno at different times.



He won the Pasir Mas constituency on a PAS ticket in 2008, but ran again and lost the
seat in 2013 as an Umno-friendly independent candidate. - December 20, 2015.
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