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KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 31 (Bernama) -- The information that hedge fund billionaire George 

Soros is funding Bersih, Merdeka Centre and Malaysiakini must be investigated, Deputy 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said. 

 

He said the investigation must also be done empirically, that is by means of observation 

and scientific experimentation. 

 

Ahmad Zahid, who is also Home Minister, said it was not the question of 'who was funded' 

and 'why', but more of the question of foreign involvement in national politics. 

 

"There is no need for foreign involvement, let alone in terms of political funding, either to 

go against or to support any organisations or individuals," he told reporters after the 

launch of the book, Being Abdullah Badawi, here today. 

 

It was reported that a foreign group chaired by Soros had been funding several local 

organisations in its programmes to influence the outcome of the next general election. 

 

When asked about the call made by several leaders for the organisations involved to be 

investigated, Ahmad Zahid said it would be done if a police report was made on the issue. 

 

"Let them lodge the police report first. We will act on it. We are not subject to speculation 

or mere suggestion," he said. 

 

Meanwhile, UMNO Information Chief Tan Sri Annuar Musa said among the aspects that 

should be investigated was whether there was a violation of any of the country's laws. 

 

"If there was, then we can take the next cause of action. So, I think the suggestion for the 

setting up of a task force to investigate the matter is good, but don't immediately jump into 

conclusions," he told reporters at the Parliament lobby. 

 

MCA Youth chief Datuk Chong Sin Woon, on the other hand, stressed that all financial aid 

given to political parties and non-governmental organisations (NGO), should be announced 

to the public. 

 



"We want to ensure that no political parties and NGO will be influenced or controlled by 

foreign power, especially to create disharmony and destabilise the country. This is to 

protect national sovereignty," he said. 

 

Deputy Youth and Sports Minister Datuk M Saravanan said Bersih should disclose the list of 

its financiers if they really had nothing to hide. 

 

"This is because it involves national security. If something bad happens, who will take the 

responsibility?" he added. 
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