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PETALING JAYA,  Sept 1 (Bernama) – Pakatan Harapan (PH) candidate for the Seri Setia 

by-election, Halimey Abu Bakar, today denied having received any invitation to appear as a 

guest on a television talkshow programme. 

 

He said this in response to a claim by PAS candidate Dr Halimah Ali that he was not able to 

be at the Astro Awani’s talkshow programme “Awani Agenda”  that was to be aired last 

Wednesday (Aug 29). 

 

As a result, claims went viral on the social media that Halimey withdrew himself and did 

not want to confront Dr Halimah for a debate. 

 

“How can I agree to attend when there is no invitation extended to me. There was no 

invitation for me ,’ he told a media conference after attending a Caring Community Carnival 

and the Universiti Selangor (UNISEL) Open Day here today. 

 

Halimey said his focus now was to meet as many of the voters in the constituency as 

possible. 

 

The Seri Setia by-election will witness a straight fight between Halimey and  Dr Halimah 

Ali. 

 

The by-election was called following the death of incumbent assemblyman Prof Dr 

Shaharuddin Badaruddin due to colon cancer last Aug 2. 

 

There are 53,492 registered voters in the Seri Setia state constituency, comprising 50,692 

ordinary voters, early voters (2,770) and absentee voters (30). 

 



Meanwhile, Astro Awani’s senior editor Ashwad Ismail clarified that the programme was a 

talkshow to get the participants viewpoints and not  for a debate.  

 

He told Bernama that there had been a misunderstanding on this leading to the polemics on 

social media. 

 

He added that when Halimey informed the station (on Aug 29) that he could not make it, the 

programme was continued with Dr Halimah as the sole guest. 

 

According to him, the PH candidate had been invited for the same programme on Monday 

and that they were awaiting his confirmation.  
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