Mahathir indicates possibility of a Malaysia-Indonesia car
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JAKARTA, June 29 (Bernama) -- Visiting Malaysian Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad Friday spoke of the possibility of reviving the proposed project of a
Malaysia-Indonesia car for the ASEAN market.

He said the idea was brought up when he test-drove a Proton car in Malaysia in February

2015 with visiting Indonesian President Joko Widodo sitting beside him.

"l was no longer the Prime Minister then," he said. Dr Mahathir was Prime Minister of
Malaysia from 1981 to 2003. He became the Prime Minister for the second time on May 10,
2018.

"l drove the car at a speed of 180 km per hour on the Sepang race circuit. The President
(Joko Widodo) did not complain at all (when the car was driven at that speed)," Dr Mahathir
said at the joint press conference with Jokowi, as the Indonesian President is fondly called,

in conjunction with his official visit to Indonesia.

Jokowi had recalled the test-drive when he spoke earlier at the media conference and said

he had no cause for worry because the person behind the wheel was Dr Mahathir.

"I was not afraid because the driver was Mahathir," he said.

Speaking to Malaysian journalists before returning to Kuala Lumpur, Dr Mahathir said

Jokowi had responded positively to the proposal to manufacture a Malaysia-Indonesia car.

Dr Mahathir said private companies in the two countries had shown interest in such a



project.

He also said that the proposal for such a project was not given any attention by and there

were objections from the previous Malaysian government.
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