Mission to Malaysia
www.time.com
Jun. 03, 1966

They were ranking members of Indonesia's "Crush Malaysia" Command, and their C-130
Hercules turboprop was speeding toward the capital of their enemy. But it was not another
act of war in the three-year konfrontasi with Malaysia. Instead, the Indonesian officers
came on a mission of peace. Stepping from the plane at Kuala Lumpur, they exchanged
embraces with waiting Malaysian officials, then were driven to meet Deputy Prime Minister
Abdul Razak for breakfast and talks. Declared Razak after the meeting: "The visit has
created a very congenial and happy atmosphere. You can begin to see the ending of the
confrontation."

Thus last week Indonesia's military seized the initiative in ending the costly demiwar with its
neighbor. The mission to Malaysia, which had been kept secret in Djakarta, further undercut
President Sukarno's already weakened position. Sukarno had apparently hoped to persuade
the military to reverse the policy of Foreign Minister Adam Malik, who has been openly
demanding an end to konfrontasi. But the fact that the "Crush Malaysia" commanders
themselves undertook an independent peace mission seemed to demolish that hope. The
military's action, in fact, buttresses Malik's position as he leaves this week for Bangkok to
begin formal talks with Abdul Razak for bringing peace between the two countries.

On other fronts, there was equally bad news for the fading Sukarno last week:

INew Economics Boss Hamengku Buwono IX, the Sultan of Jogjakarta, flew to Tokyo to
make his bid for $100 million in emergency loans and credit, announced that the new
regime had decided to rejoin such Sukarno-hated institutions as the United Nations and the
International Monetary Fund.

In West Java, political-action groups representing Indonesian students and other civic
organizations joined forces to demand that the Provisional People's Consultative Congress
fire Sukarno as the nation's lifetime President, call elections to replace him.

qIn Djakarta, 35,000 students demonstrated for two successive days against Sukarno,
returned to their classrooms only when Deputy Premier Lieut. General Suharto promised
that the Consultative Congress would be called into session this month—and hinted broadly
that it would indeed sharply reduce the President's powers.
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