Irate ex-PM: - defends T{I{l&s- anti
KUALA LUMPUR. The mast lmportant
thing in the fight agamsi_-mmgmon is
to ensure that a cultute of viewing the
practice as normal ar@ﬂcceptahle does
not develop, Tun Dr: Mé(hath ' _Moha-
mad said. = E

“For me, this is a question of mcu[-
cating noble valués, ot iboufat‘c‘hing. :
people,” the former i
said. :
-He said this ata press conference at
his residence here in résponsé foa col-
umn in the Sunday Star by

Wong Chun Wa: §

In the article entitled Pile on
against the corrupt, Worg said: It is
good that Dr Mahathir had come out
strongly against corruption but ‘per-
sonally | wished that he could have
done more during his 20 over years in
office.” :

Wong aclded rhat desp:te ms strong-
leadership, authorify and grip=en
Umno, Dr Mahathir-had et slipsthe *
opportunity to mtroduce reforms,
including. effective enforcement of
laws against corruptmm 2 i

While remaining. gratefui to Dr ;
Mahathir -for the “économic boom,
Wong said one source of unhappingss -~
was the introduction of the negotiated
tender that lacked accountability and:
openness, which was Iike not. havmg a
tenderatall.

Expressing his dlsappumtment over
Wong's column, Dr. Mahathir said it

" seemed to suggest. that “] did not do -
anything about cnrruptmn wheniwas ©
Prime Minister.” :

“You can look at rny recurd. 'Ihere_

EOl'l'llptiorl follow—
ing his speéch ‘the subject at the
ere :sapohceman tra:hngyou. walt— ‘Perdana Leadership Foundation dis-
to catch you,” he said. - _“‘totirse on Social Reengmeermg ]ast
Dr Mahathir said his ﬁght ag t .~ month, -
corruption was also hampered by the - During the functmn when replying
difficulty in pmwngﬂlatsuchac{shad- “to-a question_from the floor, Dr
‘taken place,’ both in Um ,gn the - Mahathir said people were no longer
~Government.” hiding the fact that they were corrupt.
“Unless somebu, com Voicing his fear that “corruption
wdence _COITUPHON. cann might_become  institutionalised, he -

were wakil rakyat and exco members' ;
who were caught and punished.. - ven.dt is very difficult becau : called on the Govemment a polmcal
‘body will deny th‘at t

“l did a'lot; but I didn’t want tu talk"
T “he'said.

aboutit. = = :

| took all kinds 5 B sﬁ!ahathlr atid é
is no need for me to seemeﬂ 10"have be
were,” he said, ' ‘pant. . 7 -

He added tha hy 'icl even cned = “After the last
prayed and even d elections - *:that people talked
when dealing with the ssile. - - politics. - There was

However, he said his stress. was on  points raised in. thepres
building & culture whei or other issues;” he said.
was not tolerated af Dr Mahathir. suggeste :

“People. must _Teject’; orruptlon article could I::-e one way. of S

.action Ebut there




