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BY PAUL GABRIEL

KUALA LUMPUR: Former US
Secretary of State Colin Powell
takes exception to those who
say the world is a more danger-
ous place because of the Ameri-
can military action in Irag.

“I take issue with people say-
ing that the world has become a
more dangerous place after our
military action in Iraq.

“Our objective is to promote
peace around the world, and
we are achieving our objectives.
There is increasing stability
around the world,” he said in
his keynote address entitled
“Leadership Redefined: Clarity,

existed, the Warsaw -Pact
nations had become democra-
cies, and Asia had been peaceful
for several decades.

Powell, who had also served
as the US Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, was to focus his
speech on leadership attributes
but reverted to defending the
US' record following opening
remarks by former prime min-
ister Tun Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad, who criticised the US-led
war on terror and the use of
force to"quell terrorism.

Powell said he appreciated
the concerns expressed by Dr
Mahathir, but said the United
States was committed to pro-

Powell, however, concurre
that there would be no real
peace until the Palestinian con-
flict was resolved.

“If a genie giveg,me three

wishes, that would be one of
them. But it's not so easy as
picking up the telephone and
telling (Israeli Prime Minister)
Ariel Sharon to end the occupa-
tion (of Palestine),” he said.

“But believe me, we are
working very hard towards a
peaceful resolution.”

Former Australian prime
minister Bob Hawke, who had a
testy relationship with Dr
Mabhathir, when both served as
heads of government, provided
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