‘I will deliver

The

pled

BY MERGAWATI ZULFAKAR

PUTRAJAYA: Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi,
who received a massive personal endorsement in
the general election, has pledged he will fulfil the
promises he has made.

The Prime Minister said he was “humbled” by
the clear mandate the people had given to him.

“There is going to be more and more work that
we have to carry out,” he told a press conference
at his residence here yesterday.

“I have told the people what I have been talk-
ing about is not just for the votes, not just elec-
tions but something I must do for the future.”

Abdullah, clad in a black baju melayu before
leaving for Istana Negara for the swearing-in cer-
emony, looked fresh and was in a jovial mood.

to fulfil his promise

“I will try my best to ensure the government
machinery at federal and state levels carry out
the trust given to the government by the people,”
he said.

“They have complete faith in us and we will
carry out what we have promised them in our
manifesto,” he added.

On Barisan coalition leaders attributing the
landslide win to his image, Abdullah said he
would continue to improve himself as a leader.

“I'will try to look after myself. Other people can
look after me too, hv reminding me where I go
wrong, when [ ¢. . .ething that is not going to
be good for Malaysia.

“I can accept people’s ideas and opinions. [ am
prepared to listen to them. They may be right or
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PAS retains Kelantan after
recount of six state seats

BY NICK LEONG AND SYED AZHAR

KOTA BARU: PAS retained Kelantan with a sim-
ple majority after a nail-biting finish in a recount
of six state seats here yesterday.

The Election Commission made an announce-
ment in Kuala Lumpur at 9pm that PAS had
obtained a simple majority of 24 seats to enable it
to form the state government.

The Barisan Nasional made a strong comeback
by winning 21 seats in the 45-member state leg-
islative assembly. In the 1999 general election,
Barisan managed to win only two state seats in
Kelantan.

Recounts were also carried out for several
other seats, which had majorities of less than 2%
of the votes cast.

Most recounts did not change the final out-
come.

However, in Permatang Pauh, Penang, Parti
Keadilan Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Wan Ismail was declared the winner with
a majority of 590 over Barisan candidate Datuk
Pirdaus Ismail.

Wan Azizah obtained 21,737 votes while
Pirdaus secured 21,147 votes. ~

It was reported that she had lost in the first
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OATH OF OFFICE Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Slrajuddln Putra Jamalullail giving the Ietter
of appointment and instruments of office to Abdullah after the Prime Minister’s oath-taking
ceremony at the Istana Negara in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — Bernamapic /
/



