.. Thereis's
in the country

. MalaysrerPIa:n o =
This should be our: pnorlty
and let us:not get distracted by :
’ thlS éendless debate. -~ -

T]me a:nd resources are too\ .

> TUN DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD

PRIME Mlmster Datuk Serl

adopted the right response —
see no evil, hear no evil, speak
no evil— to the recent tirade

~-against him by former prime

minister Tun Dr Mahathlr ‘Mo-
hamad.

Dr Mahathir, to all mtents‘r
and purposes; has no business ,

telling others how to run the
country. The present-Govern-

. ment does not owe ‘any expla-

nation tohinyin the Way thmgs
are beingdone.

H Dr Mahathir feels that he’
hastobe heard then he should -
stand-as a candldate m the ,

’ next elections. .

- Criticismis:the: outcome of a .

defence against one’s own in-

feriority. Critics find things.
- wrong with- other%because
they themselves fail todo What :

is nght

'NOELF. D'OLIVEIRO
'4 ipeh

, End crltlclsm

,I AGREE * with - Yusuf Mehd, ,
Khalid’s sentiments (“Stopthis -
public slangmg, ‘please” - —-
itwill notlead-

NSF, June 27);
to anything ositive or: usefuL

rright now to en-
sure the econom centmues to:

o >NORAMTAZ ABDULLAH
"Petahng]aya L

precmus for usto waste gi} ﬂus
_. Abdullah Ahmad. Badan has -~ :

exer cise,

T would . urge Tun Dr Ma--x
. hathir ' Mohamad, for whom
we-all have the highest respect .
~and. esteem for what he has.

done for this country, 1o stop

.criticising “the . Government.
‘and for himto give full support -

to_what the present ‘Govern-

‘ment is doing for the well-be-
'mg of the rakyat. After all; this -

is the same Government. th&t

he used to lead for 22 years:
- We also realise that Dr Ma- -
hathir is a man of extremely - €
.strong. will and hlgh convic-- S
‘tions. -+ -

‘We have seen how thls was

mamfested in his 22-year rule

as *Prime Minister. ‘And ‘we

lauded and Supported him for:
- that, especially in the mterna~~

tienal arena;

<. On the other hand as ¢ a se-}
-hior-‘and elder statesman; he’
should also be magnanimous.
- toaccept the fact that he might ‘
"+ have erred in some of the deci-
sions he made previously, es- .
- - pecially after bemg in power

forsolong. -
During such along pened it
is unlikely that the decisions

‘he made, especially the major
-'ones;cotld. be right ‘all ‘the
- time. twould be'too presmnp-~' .
ltuous ofhimto do that. .
~“He must also accept that
situations :
stances: can change and’ that*
this requires-a, reversal of
- what ‘was- decided e

and _:-eircum--

rher
This, he has to accept wi
openmind. E

. mesti¢ pchmes heshotld hon
’our the promlse .

Bltter taste
TUN Dr Mahathlr Mohamad s

recent criticism of the: policies
“and personalities in the pre-
sent” Government js: creatmg :
‘unrestand discord. -
This does not: augur Well for .
the people of Malaysia asit will
“inevitably leave 4. very: bltter'

aftertaste jni the mouth:”

- -l.am sure that a.seasoned
pOllthlaIl,‘ like Dr ‘Mahathir

and_fore-
Tepercus-

“For sure potennalmvestorsf Eo
‘Imght be wary of investing in - ;I
Malaysia in the hght of what g

they think is an unstable po-{ 202
htlcaf Climate”.. . . 3
‘= Current oreX]sungmvestors

would - now - think - - twice
“whether “to “Fe-invest " and
would consider re- diversifying
their eoncerns elsewhere.
Dr Mahathir has also given
ammunition to the local Oppo- :

sition partles

© ~ Since . Dr - Mahathir- has
u:ha.nded over the reins of the
prime ministership to. Datuk -
~Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi

with- “the . promise _ that :
would not interfere. with

MZ A.
Penang

:frem this deba-

Nsr zq(( R

- hathir: Mohamad and the cur

rent leadership” have: sp]]led
into theopen.

ers locally and abroad.
His" current global role of

: promotmg peace and peaceful .
~solutions is admired and need- -
ced it a world full of conflict -
- -where world leaders are look-
“ing for. new perspectlves to

tackle biirdens. - T
““The way I see it, Primhe Mm -
“ister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah--
‘/mad Badavw w1th hig- own s
~ already there and Dr Mahathir

' was invited by ‘the organisers
and not by the Opposition.

Tuu Mahaﬂurm ~have per-

;celved ‘that- he “has:. been -
wronged by the current lead-
-ership. - = B
) However he should be pa—

tient and not resort to stidden

_outbursts  of anger - and
put-downs :as: these wﬂl not

) serveh]mwell
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“When I arrivedat the club..; a

e blg crowdwas already there.

Dr--Mahathir, - a much re-
spected and sought-after elder -
. statestnan, has many: admir-

‘They inchuded Pas. and =

§ Keadilan leaders, former Cab-. -

inet ministers, former deputy
several . veteran -
Umno Teaders, Mustimn schol-
ars, academlcmns and Jour-l :
nalists, © -

Being an Umno member for g
the last '35 years, I realised -

that about 70 per centof the.
“audience were: Umno” mem--
bers. Thus, it wasnotan Oppo-\
 sition-led function. - - ‘

_They (the Opposition) were‘ '

During tea break, Dr -Ma-
athir was ushered to the -
holding room and some Oppo-
sition” pohu(:lans sat- around
him.

It would have been unpohte

-to chase them away just be- -
~cause  they were Opposmon :
-politicians.

Yes, we listened to what Dr k

«Mahathlr had to say about -

' the aborted bridge to re-

~ - place the Causeway, the sale’
-of MV Agustaby-the new

“Proton management for €1, -

- the cancellation of the dou-

“ble-track ~ railway ‘project.

2006 ~ and so-called mega projects °

hir” - started under hlS adminis- .

S i tratlon

S "logue in Hulu KIang on Satur-‘* -
e _dayhecausel nd

Whether we are. sausﬁed or.’

- notisnot the issué herebut we -

simply wanted to hear from
-~ N " person, and‘ not

e 'through the me&a

- SYED IMRAN ALSAGOFF
s 4’Ampang o




