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" Our diversity does not divide ‘us — it unites - -

‘us.and-brings us together. T do not want to -
claim that there are no problems among the

different ethnic and religious communities in
‘Malaysia. T do.not want to claim that there

are no latent tensions and frustratlons
There are still very many things that -we

need 1o work on. Butif the world ever needed =

alessorvin diversity and making it-work, T am
confident that Malaysia can be'a showcase.

My country does not enjoy peace and har-

- 1nony today by accident. Our. founding fa-

hljacked by those who promote hatred and "

violence.
} We risk ce(hng ground to those who do not
-see-the reed.to live in peace ‘with other

religions. We cannot allow our rellglons tobe:
torn apart by extremist impulses and ex--
clusivist doctrines. We must be committed in -
promoung the values ofpeace tolerance and‘

plurahty
“The " hnes 0 conﬂlct today between T
ligions and civilisations are’ ev1dent In

thers and mothers did not leave it to chance -

that Malaysia would become a calm oasis of

rmany cultures:and religions. What we enjoy .

today.ls not somethln

Malay\ ns have- Worked hard - fo

‘peace harmony an prosperlty ehavehad: - '

. to - saerifice -and - we have. 110

_give-and-take. We have fought terrorism and :
* . extremism in all its forms: We Lave ‘protected
. ourany languages and. rehgmns sothatour.
. people “are free . to - speak their ‘mother: -
- tongues -and profess. the rehglons of ‘their:

choice..
: Achlevmg all this was not easy At the time

of Jindependence, many ‘outsiders viewed .-

Malaysia and concluded that before long, we

“would descend into civil war, Not only did we-

+avoid this fate, but we built a nation amid all
“the challenges and " difficulties faced by

_post-colonial states. The so-called burden of i

" not having a homogenous country did not
destroy us, it brought the:best out of all of
us.

The most nnportant v1rtue that it brought"

- out in Malaysians was moderation. Mod-
eration has always curbed extremism. It has
guarded us from bigotry and hatred. It has

‘allowed us to practise the true teachlngs of B

_our respective religions.
“  Whet is “Islam,: Chrlstlam ,
Hinduisin, Sikhismi or anyoft
faiths professed by Malaysians. None enj oins
their followers to hate or hurt those Who are
‘of -a different faith. By
practicing moderation in:
our respective faiths in:
the' presence of fellow: ¢it
. izens of otheér faiths, we °
stay true to the teaclungsf .
of eur rehgrons i

~Malaysia, I am not alead
er.of Muslims; but a Mus
. hm “leader of all i
‘ ‘Malays1ans Therefore, 1 ‘
responsibility ‘not just:to. my fellow
Muslims, but also to Malaysians who profess -
other religions as well. It is my duty to ensure
_ that their rights are »prote% , that they are
free topractise their fai nd that they ar.
notpersecuted becau e
"~dontinant majority.
oIt is my duty -
" tolerance among all;
majority.. We-have seen in ot er ‘couniries,
how majority groups can easily’ ‘pérsecute

" minorities. We have seen haw minorities dre-
“robbed of their faith, thelr livelihood and,

their dignity, .

. But® promoting moderatlon is not’ easy v

~Many people practise their faith in absolutist
: terms. To them there is no compromisé with
others. They alse misinterpret the very.re-
ligion that they profess and claim that there
.is ‘no such thing as moderation or accom-

" modation, and that the: teachings that they

believe in must. be: implemented in’a to-
talitarian way. They refuse to take into-ac-
~.count the context of the modern world in
which ‘we live.: They refuse to understand
that so. much of religious leaching is shaped
- by "the ‘context. of the somety in Wthh it
-originated. .
For those ‘whoare- r1g1d dogmatlc an

ﬁlessage‘ of o
ytoshe Maslim -

is'a battle between good-ande

dangerous not just because it do not allow: -

for any middle ground. It is dangerous be-

t ‘exists on both sides of: the divide,"

mentalists on both sides hold equall
views, recastmg this into.a rehglou
~war, leven if they do not exph(:ltly say ‘it is

than’ there was a .few ‘years ‘ago. As in-
<dividuals and organisations, we still coexist

- and co-operate, but the current/glob 1 sce- -

nario -has unfortunately burnt bigot

say that there is less trust andi
goodwﬂl between Islam and Chrlstlamtyj ‘

the collective conscience “of our respectlve .

‘communities. .

~~ Many Muslims the World over: feel that the = |

-war against terror is a war against Islam and -
no amount of reassurance from the west that =

itis not will convince them otherwise.

The reluctance of the westto recognise and - -
address root: causes-of terrorism seems to -

- confirm the view that Mushm grlevances are
not important.

For example, the lack of progress in re-
solvmg the Palestinian issue continuesto be a
pr1nc1pal cause of hhtred in the Muslim world

towards those who: hav
the power and influence
1o’ ‘push «the ~ process
ong. Palestine hag be-

come a symbol for the

cause We cannot de- hnk

Palestine “from the war

against terrorism. I'know that Muslims are

responsible for anumber of the terrorlst acts
“committed today.
[ know that they purport to do all these

evil thlngs in the name of Islam, But théyare.
“inthe nnnorlty ‘They.do not speak for Islam. -
he

thelr efforts are

Because of their. actlons, and the reactlon
" provoked by their ‘efforts, the majority of -

‘Muslims, who.are peaceful moderate and

tolerant of other faiths, feel as though they
arethe v1ct1ms of obal campalgn agams

‘problems facing the Muslim
What ‘we need more than ever today isa-

concerted“effort to 1n1t1ate mter falth d1- ‘

rtWe need 1o talk to one ano openly

" about the issués that nnpact on all our lives.

Let us go beyond arguing over dlfferences in"-
thealogy and religious practice. :

ROMOTING LOCAI. FRUIT Abdull

and spread of Chris-

o «tlamty and Islam —‘as; with- other religions ~ -

We must see beyo
For far too long, th
munities of the wor
“these divisions have:

Yet, what does it mea

~dhist today‘? Does 1trnean
belongmg to an exel
~group? Does it.inean

g1 g
5 _entirely "self-de
ndent and cut- off from :

yond the sensatlona W
headhnes and’ oversimplified , categorlsa—”f;
‘tions; ‘so that you can' appre ate the real -

not have developed as il b
‘did “without - i

meaningful dialogue will not be possrble with

.if we,do hot respect eaoh other 'S freedom of.

absolutist,it-does notmatterwhether youare'

in the 10th century or 21st century, you must,

- live accordrng to the hteral teachlngs of your;"f ‘

rehglon

.This is ' why I beheve 1t is 1mportant to call

for moderation in our respeetive religions. If -

we fall to do so, we.risk having our religion ’

poverty and dlsease these 1ssues affect us-

has been accompanis
However it wo

ied by war and. conflict, -
be wrong to say that the-
ip between Chrlstlamty o

r * and Islam was based solel y on antagonism,
‘'of a narrow outlook that s6es rehglous iden- . - '
_ tity in exclusivé terms. .

Contraryto those who-clai that Islam has

terfaces between lslam o
and Christianity .that ‘'w
“saw the emergence of s
~ ,01et1es that ‘were. co

at their Inost open, plt
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on must once agaln illuminate the world.
or millions in the world today there is little:

tolook forwar
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,MAKING THE (‘.UESTS FEEL AT
'HOME: Abdullah meeting LT
delegates at the opemng of the LY
,meetlng S : -

‘in. There are values common to our faiths,

-Peace, frlendshlp, co- operatlon In Islam,
there is the Quranic verse, “0 mankind! we
_created. you from a single pair of a male and
‘female, -and. made ‘you into nations and
tribes, that ye may know each other, not that
ye may despise one ancther™.

Similarly, there is also the Biblical passage
.“they " shall- "beat - their : swords - ‘into
‘ploughshares ‘and their spears into prun-

inghooks; nation’ shall ‘not lift iip sword
against nat1on ne1ther shall they learn war-
any more” ‘

. These- are the common: values we have,
. that ifwe hold on'to these prm(:lples we hope

10 God, that this world would be more péace-
~fulin future. Let us be true to the teachings of
. our faith and:find solutlons to the world’s

‘problems through our shared values. =

. The Palestinian‘issue or the conflict inIraq
: ,are not Just Muslim grievances. Thesé prob-

lems are of universal concern. The Pales-
~tinian problem isa problem of fundamental
“human rights and dignity. - '

- The Iraqiproblemis a prohlem of securmg

peace and nation-building. ‘
'+ In Malaysia, these problems have received
‘widespread support from people of all faiths

— Muslims, Chrlstlans Buddhlsts “Hindus -
and others, -

We are thankful that the Cathohc and
:Anghcan churches stood up against the de-
.cision to invade Iraq and saw- the issue in
umversal terms.~ :

‘Similarly, globahsanon that beneﬁts the
. rich anidnot the poor is a global concern with
.. no regard for the religion of those who are.
-marginalised. = - : '
- With all-these problems surroundmg us,

- religion must be a beacon of hope. Religion,
must bring out the best in us-and not the
worst.‘'War and acts of terror must not. be
. fought in the name of religion. Religion must
 guide us towards conflict resolution, towards
‘peace,-towards a more Just and: equltable
‘world order. '

"1 wish you well in our act1v1t1es over these
“few days. I hope that you let Kuala Lumpur
~-and Malays1a this time, this place, however
imperfect or contradictory, speak to you
against the backdrop of a world very muchin
" need of the peace which makes justice pos-
ssible and the Justlce which makes peaee
real.-

With all its challenges and. opportumtles it
. has been our home,.and has spoken to us. I
hope you enjoy the hospitality.of Malaysia.

As you go about your deliberations, I ask
*“you to join me in calling upon-all people of
~ faith and all people of goodwill fo unite and
work together: for the' sake of peace and
«,,Justlce .

‘We' cannot stand befo‘"e a compassmnate

God ‘while there is so:much we have left

_undone because we are disunited. ;

" There .is so much we_ could.do; having
recewed one another to recelve others
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