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Excerpts of remarks
kmlster Datuk Sen

ok VAL 55.0" at
o ;.Conventlon ‘entre

) and promotion of natlonal mterest

made b ; Prlme
Abdulla Ahmad

Putra]aya\
on Monday

NsT— hﬁlwv@ \LF |

~ have always been, and will
"“continue to be, the pmtectlon,

“Malaysia has no ideology to export ‘
and it has no secret agenda to carry.

_out anywhere in the world.:
- We will, however, work to promote
the establishment of a ‘regional and

_1ntemat10nal env1ronment that 1s‘

stable and peaceful. "
The world needs a global env1r0n-
- 'ment, which'is conducive to’ the de-

““velopment of an equitable and just

‘international “order,

Instead,” the

".world now faces traditional as well as
;_non-eonventlonal threats to 1ntema-1

 tional peace and security.

“The divide between developed and:“

- developmg countries keeps widening.

‘;There is uneasiness worldwide thata.
" single country is global}y dommatmg’
“all the military, économic, pohtlcal ’

~ and cultural dimensions of power.

We must, therefore, purposefully'

work to bnng about peace in- the
- world because ‘peace is not self-cre-
- ating. Although. the Cold War ended
.with the collapse of the Soviet system

-in 1990, the nature of relations be-.
tween nations remains ‘mired by the’

inclination of the rich and powerful to
- exert control and influence in vamous
‘ aspects ‘of international life.

’globahsa iomn, Malays1a must strive to

this is'done in’ the name of

“continue maintaining an mdependentv

and nen-aligned forelgn policy in or-
derto
, safegum{dmg the national interest.”
The proponents of globahsatmn say
that,in order tocredte new capac1t1es
= for i mereasmg global prosperity, it is
necessary to progressively dismantle
borders between countries and re

be able to exercise flexibility i 1n(

.move other barrlers between peoples :

,p‘rocess is’ bas1ca11y economm
ramifications overflow into the
strategle ‘and other spheres of 1n-
’fternatlomal ons : u

‘ for national as well as’ mternatmnal
interests —for itself and for other
,developmg countries: . 0 -
Malaysia® must ‘continue to° advo-
‘cate that the process of globahsatmn
should” inclide “the  pre
empowerment - of the developmg
countries; ‘not ‘their’ continued. if-
povenshment and depenidence on the
wealthy and developed world. -
+"+As current’ chairman. of the Non-
: Ahgned Movement (NAM) and chair-
‘man of the Islamic Summit Confer-
“ence, it 1smf%c§a duty for Malays1a to
take a fresh lead i this cntlcal issue.
ime, we need to ex-
h}p on other pressing
: es ‘as well, partic-
#teral level

tion of safeguardm y the fundamental
foundatmn of the int, rnatlonal Sys-
‘tem. ] am referring tothe vital need to
“ respect the sovereignty of nations
‘which make up.the international sys-
tem. In this regard, Malaysiabelieves
* that only a universal commitmerit to
multilateralism will avert the de-
struction of that foundation.

.The international community. re-
_lies.upon the United Nations to pro-
~vide protection for the soverelgnty ‘ol

its member states. |



Onlraq

. However the United N atlons was
_effectively . sldehned in March 2003,
~when the United- States and its coah-

tion partners decided to umlaterally
‘1nvade and occupy Iraq. - :

This episode shattered the confi-
‘dence’ of the world’s people in the
~inviolability of national sovereignty.
. It removed the safety.provided by the:
;- ,prmc1p e of territorial integrity. .
- International law, it seemed, could no-
"longer.be relied upon to safeguard the
‘sanctlty and security of the nation stal
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" The fall pohtlcal unpact of the -
‘vasmn and i occupation on Iraqg, on the
a the ‘rest of the-
world is still unclear Nevertheless;:
Malaysia welcomes the’ tram: f
sovereignty that has taken place from
the Coalition Provisional Authority to
the Interim Government of Irag. -

The international community ex-
‘pects that this important step’ will.
lead to'the smooth transition to full:
Vsoverelgnty in accordance with the-
time frame already set in’ UN 'Se-’
curity - Councﬂ Resolutlon:
No. 1546/2004 o o
| In this connectlon Malaysm con-
. tmues to hold the v1eW thai: the Umt—j ‘

play, not only in the trans1
';cess but-also ] s

find it expedlent to 1nvolve the Umted ,
Nations: in ways which it considers
appropriate and beneficial for Iraq.
.- The events surrounding the case of
Traq is symptomatic of the prevailing™
dominance of unilateralism over mul-
tilateralism.  For the survival of the
1ntemat10na1 system, we need'to pro-.
‘mote 4 returh to reason and’ mod-
eration’ through dialogue and rec-
onciliation. This is especially needed
in the wake of the uncompromising
and escalating extremism on differ-
ent sides of the 1de010g1 | divide: -
Malaysia ealls upon interna-
tional communlty to i-unite * in.-
strengthemng the United Nations
sand restore to- the: orgamsatlon 1ts
‘prestlge and effectweness '




Onr» ‘alestme

" The internation
. 'be resolute in upholdmg the rlghts of i
the  Palestinian “‘people to hational
‘ mdependence and the - exercise “of
‘soverel ; "t y in thelr own state, Pales- .
, Tap 10T peace. .
“in the M1dd1e East speaks of 200545
- the year for granting to- Palestme }tS
: status as a nation s :
7+ 'The intérnational commumty must
also not allow the world to continue to
‘be segregated’ between areas of rel- -
" ative stablhty and: economic growth
- and regions of instability and pover- -
ty. The best prospects for closing the -
'gap between the rich and the poor of
- the world lie in establishing fair and
: eqmtable rules for international eco- -
: re}atmns ,and by makmg avall-, :

2,

ption’
for fostering meaningful North-South. -
“partnership not only for economicand -
social development bu also for se-
~ euring . 1nternat10nal peace and se: ;
s eurity; < L
CIn the process of multllateral ne-
, gotlatlons Malaysia must keep em-
“phasising the imperative for solidar-
ity amoeng: developmg countries, who
‘should “improve their negotlatmg '
strength - by “pooling - resources in
-worldwide groupings such - as. the' .
Group of 77, NAM: and OIC. E
There coufd be situations, however o
which require Malaysia to Work Wlth .
-particular caucuses. of hke-mmded v
countries to advance spec1f icissuesor
advocate specific positions in the con-
text of negotiations. o
‘Should the: circumstances 50 dlC- '
tate Malaysia miust be' ready to act
\accordlngly It should be possible: tor
be - pragmatic = yet " prlnc1pled in
Malaysia’s ‘approaches to issues or
towards other countrles When ap-




e ‘r_rnclple of “Malays1a

.. sibilities and obhgatmns S

for NAM and:OIC to work closely to

_initiate reforms in the workmgs ofthe
“United Nations, in particular the-
. functioning of the UN Security Coun-:

¢il. They must persist in articulating

~the fact. that  global ‘peace can, be .
better assured if there is fairness and 0
justice in the management of World i
2 affairs, L

NAM and" OIC must also Work it
hand-in-hand with the Group of 77 to

- advarice the’ economic interests of de-

« veloping countries in general, and in
particular to achieve a fair and" g
«uitable multﬂateral tradlng system in

.....

" The OIC, as'a group, has a spec1a1\
.respons1b111ty 1o strengthen unrty”;;

‘and -arrest . the 'creeping disunity

* among the Muslith Ummah, It would i
~indeed be productlve for us to focus .
more on matters that unite us rather

* than dwell on issues which divide us:
The OIC ‘must also address, in a.

ying -
rst”; e mu  of course do so without'
»abandonmg ourinternational respon-‘

cly

concerted manner, ‘the mcreasing g

prejudice against Muslims worldwide
- and the'growing Schlsm between the .
. Muslim and the Western world. -
1t should be a continuing pr1or1ty

:g,On Asean

The advent of globahsatlon or. the
significance of multilateralism, does
not diminish the relevance of region--
alism.In Southeast Asia, Aseanisthe -

-embodiment of this relevance :

In the 19605 and 1970s, the reg'ron

" was in turmoil, -

The formation of Malaysm n 1963)

‘was met with" konfrontasi from In-
'donesia .and ‘the Philippines madey_
“claims to- Sabah; while communism

~ e

Worse, the ARF process 1tse1f rlsks

losing its pre-eminence as a regional

ity forum toother emergmg pro-“
s or regional dialogues.” ‘
'The standmg and - influence of

-Asean countries in. regional as well as'

- international ‘affairs can be further:

~enhanced by upgrading the d1alogue-

was. makmg mroads in continental .

Southeast “Asia,* The -creation  of
- ‘Asean in 1967 ‘brought: peace -and
Asean has kept the peace among -
reg10nal cotintries ever since. That is -~
" the‘measure of its value to Malaysia
.and other regiohal countries. ;

“Agean has ‘thrived because of its
 strategic importance.. In the face of

globalisation, Malaysia must- do. ev-
erything  possible’ ‘to strengthen
" Asean ‘and 'enharice its standmg in

‘world affairs. We must support éteps, -
‘even-incrémental ‘steps; to’institute
lhlgher political and economic inte-
gratidpn with ‘a-view to- estahhshmg :
“the Asean Community envisaged in -
- the' Declaratlon ‘of Asean Concord II

of 2003

Asean must be enabled more and L
‘more; to speak “with one. voice in
Varlous 'internationa] forums, espe-.. -
- cially on'issues of reglonal 1 peace and..

security.

Malaysia should take the oppor-“

tunity to. advance Asean cohesion

3

relationship that Aseannowhad with

“+China, Japan and-the Repubhc of ‘

Korea.: .
Malaysna must persevere i the

dlplomatlc efforts required to find
- consensus to upgrade.the' Aséan+3
process to become :a- gathering of

equal partnership such as in an East
Asia Summit meeting. ‘ )
_The ‘creation of such-a forum Wlll

ensure a deeper. commitment by.the

“three East Asian partners to. the de-

'velopment and prosperity of the 10

countrles in-Southeast Asia;
Malays1a is keenly aware that, in
order to develop and prospet, it is

quite 1mposs1ble to-do 8o aloné on its

~own except in partnership with other

‘countries jn the region and the rest of

; the world. In fact, Malaysia must -

accelerate its economic. diplomacy,

' notonly at the bilateral but also at the

regional ‘and plobal levels, as anim--
portant dirhension of its intérnational

;relations and for purposes of securing '
‘the country’s wider foreign policy ob-

jectives.i Malaysia ‘wishes to have
friendly relations with all countries
and be enemies with none.

There could bé occasions when the

"Goyernment' of Malaysia may have

differences of views with other Gov--.

-erimeénts.on. certam issues, but peo-

-.ple-to-people relations should remain.

_separate. ‘Malaysia has no wish to

when it assumes the cha1rmansh1p of

the regional orgamsatlon in'2005,
- We'must build upon the successes

“achieved in the Asean Regional Fo-':
rum (ARF), which was' initiated by -
Asean'in1994, in response to the new. -

regional- secunty situation: following

-the ‘ending ‘of the Cold War.: Aseanv?

countries must mainitain unity of pur-

‘pose within the ARF process, ‘

Otherwise, Asean risks losing its
influence to advance the" strategic -
interests ‘of ‘Asean countries; which'

was the original purpose of the ARF

impose its ideas and values on other
peoplée. We'wotild, however, be willing

-+ to-share: our ‘experiences' and knowl-

v edge partlcularly swith other devel-

‘opmg countries.

“In the conduct of bﬂateral relatlons, ,

“with; other countries, Malaysia shall -

always be guided by the fundamental ’

_principles -enshrined in the 1976 .

‘Treaty of Amity and Co- operatmn in

" Sotitheast ! ASla, ‘m partlcular the*

principle of:- ,
@ Mutual respect for sovere1gnty
and territorial 1nteg:r1ty,
0 Non-mterference in the mternal



: affalrs of oneé another and L
. @ Seftlement of dlsputes by peace-
ful means. ;
‘Malaysia wishes to advocate that
these principles be accepted as bind-"-
‘ing in inter-state conduet; 1ncludmg
the! ﬁght agamst terrorism -at the .
national,’ reglonal or. mternatmnal .
level '

Post- ' Sept 1

The ‘events of Sept 11; 2001 had
brought to the fore a reahsatmn, iha -
. manner never envisioned until then,
that non=state actors, éven 1nd1V1d-'
uals could: possess destructive ca-
hilitiés which were normally the
'of agents of the nation -

= Abhe empowerment of non—state ae- -

“togs, including terrorists, equ1pped
W1th modern ‘technologies ‘and ‘ad- -
vanced commumcatlons ‘and - infor-
mation ‘systems is' without dobt an
unant1c1pated by-product-of the pro-
cesses of globahsatmn Theterrorists:
 are-able to commit crimes even across
- national frontiers: . ‘
. The experiences. since Sept 11 )
"brought to the fore ‘another reali-
sation; and that is the inadequacy of
.military actjon alone as a means of
destroymg the térrorist networks or
“femoving. the scourge of terrorlsm ~
completely

Tt would be 1nstruct1ve to acknowl- .
edge that the fight against terrorism "
«is also a battle for the mlnds of the
“ perpetrators..

Terrorism will not dlsappear if the
methods used to hint down terrorists
“lead to the breeding of new recruits,
“Terrorism will not be crushed’\ 688
the root causes are eliminat; '

Terrorism .is clearly a new mter— .
national- problem. The mternatmnal :
icommunity must ‘agree to" identify -
“and. deﬁne, dlspassmnatel the root
causes ‘of terrorism.. o :

‘Tt is definitely over51mp11fy1ng for
“anyone-to suggest that. the solution -
lies in bringing: .democracy ‘and good
govemance everywhere. The matter
“is not as simple-as that. SRR

- It-would also be necessary to ac-
knowledge that the methods we em- |
ploy may need to vary from place to
-place or from time to time;, -

‘We must furthermore agree on the
‘appropriate regional and internation-

~-al-forums that would’ be most smted

“has become entwmed with the cam-
paign’ against prohferatmn cof
-weapons of mass destruction. ’
" Developing countries suffer: most -
by the ¢onstraints imposed on access -
" to peaceful uses of technology, ‘equip-
- mentand material necessary for thelr ‘
~-economic development :
. Malaysia is fully and firmly com-
" mitted to the cause :of non-prolif-
eration. But we do not agree that the
", issues involved be addressed on'a
- unilateral basis.



There miist be mul-
tilateral negotiations for universal;
“‘comprehengive and-non-discrimina-.
“tory agreements and arrangements .
-~ Above all, nothmg should be. done
. at the expense.of the priority which
- should be reserved-for the. /interna-

tional development agenda. '
‘In my remarks today, I have de-

' .l1berately made references to several

. dates. The purpose is to place ‘a'his-
torical perspective to the issues and

“everits that I have spoken abott.

- I strongly believe in the power ‘of -

learning from history, espec1ally in

; the realm of fore1g'n ‘policy.

Although the history of Malays1an
d1plomacy is relatively short, span-!
 ning less than 50 years, we have gone :

through quite a lot. \

-+ Of course, we must not be. dwellmg/
on the' past but be focused on'the’
future. History should not dictate our-

‘actions but it can serve as'd guide for
. us to make: correct judgments and '
‘wise: decisions ‘in dealing- W1th the‘
present and the future, "~
In preparing for the. next 50 years, o
we. must never forget the lessons
learnt during the last 50. - e
" In the formuldtion and 1mp1emen-
tation of Malaysia’s foreign pol1cy,

“the leadership role of Wisma Putra in
this' matter will become more im- -

"portant ~and’ crucial in; the years
ahead as the issues to be faced by the

‘ country becomie’ more complex -and -
nitiltifacted, «

As heads of Malays1an d1plomat1c‘ _
missions-abroad, you must exércise

‘ 1eadersh1p amorig personnel serving
in your host country. = .- ,

You should estabhs Ways and“

“means to gath ;_quaht? 1nformat1on, :

“be ‘compete: iscuSs difficult-is-

 sues with you M. initerlocutors

‘ : endat1ons to. ,

the Government at Ho;

" You should sharpen your negotl-'
atmg skills so as to match the best of -
‘the best in the craft of diplomacy.

“You need to inculeate a culture of -

“excellerice and a commitment to high’

‘ performance You must have the pas-
sion‘and pride for the tasks you are

“undertaking and that these two qual-:
ities' be translated into something -
useful and beneficial for Malaysia. -
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