





The PM was mtervxewed in Putrajayaby Benta Haria
ishamuddin Aun and Bernama news edrtorAhmad
]ohan ]aaffar as’ moderator ey

‘Q* Wlth the huge mandate (m the
March general election) and such -
a high level of support, does this
mean‘that the Government that
you lead will be much more pre-
pared tolisten and give room for
dlfferences in opxmon" '

Al take 1t that such a huge mandate
means hlgher expectatlons and prob-
eryone wants to see everythmg bemg
done in' big: volumes and ‘done very
fast! ‘And taking into -account” the'.
-manifesto. presented ‘to. the -people
during. the election. I' fully under-.
stand- this. And so the thing that
‘needs to be done as soon as I formed
the new Government is how to im-
plement it. But before that, when I
‘was- already the Prime. Mlmster ;as'
soon ‘as.‘(Tun). Dr Mahathir (Mo- ;
Lamad) handed over power to me, I"
had started to think about, this.
‘What kind of ideas that need to be

introduced, ‘what kind of approach
:that‘needs to-be introduced at that
time; just like the approach that I -

: spoke ‘about at that time, which iswe .~
Want to: co—operate even after our .

 All this is testmg ground before the v
election to see what kind of approach
is-acceptable to'the people; notjust.to -
make them happy but an approach
‘that is realistic, that can bring about
changes that we desire because T hold
to the philosophy that the success of
the Government must mean the sue- -
cess where the people areinvolved in.
The people play an important part to
co-operate_and to help. And. in the "
. manifesto; I said this: to empower the
people, the empowerment of the peo- °
“ple. With that, the Goverriment and .-
the party will feel energised due fo
the people’s support. . ‘
. Secondly, I know that T 1nher1ted a
blg success, a national development:
-that before me was headed by Dr-
Mahathir; My stand is that whatever -
I mhent gho

uld be mamtamed S0 as. e

~timhe 1nee
" to be done ;
strive to achieve a better future.
I look at Vision 2020 not at th
same level but something that is a
ready more advanced. I lock at Visie:
2020"as a target thq}; is well ahead '
_and above us. This meaps that Thave |
to stnve to ﬁnd an approach that will®.

will be even better. So feém these
approaches that I inherited T have to
work 'so that we become better, w
will- improve on our achlevemen
and then those ideas that T have come
- out. with before the manifesto was’
‘written, receive p051t1ve reaction in’
that we must.change our mindset and.
attitude. We have to . change our
mindsét and attitude to enable us
work harder and we must work with &
the.objective of achieving excellence. *
We must embrace a culture of thh
performance,riothingless.

With that we must achieve ex-
cellence but excellence alone is not
good enough, Among those who are.
excellent, we want to achieve glory
and w1th glory, we must achieve dis-
tinction. If this is our attitude and if’
we are steadfast in our détermination:
for-high performance whether they
are students, entreépreneurs, traders,
teachers, academ1c1ans or admlms-
trators: No matter who they are, if"
everyone wants to -be successful 1
“believe some of the objectives of V1- 5
sion 2020 can be achieved. earlier -
than the year 2020.




: market share We ca.nt run away
* from this so-we have to equip our-
~selves to get that competitive edge.
- The question is how to enable the
“people; the Government; for ‘example;
and the private sector to do so. We
want them to hold fast; to good'gov-
ernance. All thust have integrity,-all:
* mustbe clean, all must be efficient for'
o us'to eradlcate corruptmn We' nitist:
-also: minimise bureaucracy ‘and,
~red-tape that slows us down must be:
swept aside. So other proj jects we will
- have to introduce one by one and in
this situation, T ‘hope we will ‘bring
about big changes to our ‘mindset,"
“attitude and the way we work: With
. this, we introduce prejeets one by one;
: God Wllhng, and 1t will brmg us: suc—”
.cess, : SRR




; Q Elght months is actua]ly a;
- short time. Are you satisfied with'
“what you achieved or what have
you expected. to achleve durmg :
,thls perlod? i

" Az The blggest thmg that happened, :
dunng these eight months and which
‘has given me a great awarénessis the
result. of .the. general ‘election, This -
~-means the response from the people; .
- And from’ the peoples response; -1
have. already. begu.n to understand |
that the people are demanding and.
expectmg somethmg It becomes a-
pressure: But there are things that
we" cannot - 1mp1ement qulckly If.
“‘thereis. pressure, there is a goad”
feehng, yes, it forces us to work. But -
to implement all these wﬂl take
tlme
“1 have alrea\dy started what We ;
should achieve later Whether ithas o,
do with fighting corrup .
ing eﬁic1ency, or redu

and busmess w1ll be dampened ' 5
a]ready said: that we are =
adv ,




In: the agnculture sector we, have

‘also started. Earlier, when T started

.to talk about agrlculture, people sald’

why is Pak.Lah talkmg about agri-
: culture" :
‘Why choose ag'rlculture? We: talk

“about: the industrial sector, the map- ':.

ufacturmg sector but now .we are
talking about the old sector, a sector

which is ‘not competltrve enough-

That is wrong:

That . view is now a blg mlstake ‘
Now ‘we have technology, biotech- -
nology which can be combined with -

ICT, which can be combined with the
‘rnechanlsatlon programme. :
‘that we can use machines. in' the
plantatlons and then we,can produce.
.better ‘agriculture - produce, better

With:

& Culture sector,' ‘
’nge the farmmg style 1nl‘.‘

culture sector has the po—‘ ~
0 create neW sOurces of i 1n-j‘

gramme to create\_,
¢ ’terpmses what ;

Ith and What 1s more 1mportant to; ‘
i v ) ,eple Who are m- ‘

-was told by Tan Sr1 Muhylddln

(Yassin) that her saIes have reached’

RMl million.. .~ o
So with computers, other methods‘ -

.+ and then with hiotechnology one can . -

- make better: quahty tapioca products
and derlve hlgher income.’, - - ,
The Agro—Bazaar has 800 people,} :
and if ‘this ‘incréases then we, can’
eXpect the rural areas to modermse ‘
This is ‘modernisation of the rural .
sector through modernlsatlon of agrl- ‘
culture : S : o

Q The weakest lmk in the ag‘n-
,culture*s’ectqr ( tmg This
‘one ‘area Wl eeds to- be
“tackled to enable our farmers to ‘
.earn'a better income:




In the agﬁculture sector, we, have

also started. Barlier, when I'started.
_to talk about agrlculture ‘people said
why is Pak Lah talklng about agn- ,

.culture? B
“Why choose agrlculture? We talk

f‘about the industrial sector, the man- -
ufacturing. sector but now we are
talking about the old sector, a sector
which is ‘not compet1t1ve enough,

That is wrong: .

That. view: is' now a b1g mlstake '
Now we have technology, biotech:

nology which can be ‘combined with
ICT, which can be combined with the
mechamsatlon programme. -
‘that we. can use machines in' the
' plantatlons, and then we can produce

_better -agriculture - produce better-

-Wwas toid bvaan Srl Muhylddm
"(Yassin) that her saIes have reached
'RMl million.. =

G Culture

Q. The weakest llnk i
“With.
Bty one area
ptackled to enable our farmers to‘
earn'a better income, B

y products that W111 posmbly
ring success to the small and medi--

v, he agrlculture sectorf
e the | ;armmg style 1n:;

Uure sector has the po-“
create new ‘sources of in--
ease earnings and wealth.
the, agro-based in-
gramme- to create\_,
enterprises, what
ans there is. 1n-,

turve “are bemg“
mall’ and medlum

( mé 18 that in the contexti
ng the n_umber of Malays‘

“So with computers other methods‘\

,and then with biotechnology one can .
" make better: quality. taploca products
-.and derive higher income,

The Agro-Bazaar has 800 people‘
and if this ‘increases then we can’

] expect ‘the rural areas to modernise:

This is inodernisation of the rural
sector through modermsatlon of agri-

i th the agri-
mat‘ketmg, This
¢h needs to be.

culture secto




CAs Today We “havé started. to ‘ems

_power, increase the efforts of those in -
“the rural areas. But this matter is for -
he Malays, but: toall ;.
espective of the1r race

*all; not. only for.
the people
and their religion. - o
~But as we know, rural areas are

‘miostly Malay, and many Burmputeras

‘are involved in the agriculture sector
whlch we are trymg to modermse

: efforts take
" ity

" achievements-of the Malays after
‘the New Economic Pohcy, for in-
: stance at thls stage" '

A

“said ‘we couldn’t see a Bumiputera
; busmess and entrepreneut:commu-
' nity, now these groups havé emerged

+ they‘compete without the “crutches”

“'they cannot be helped forever. They

‘dre capable And today there are Bus
miputera companies’ which do not"’
need ass1stance We Want to enlarge *

this group.

I:am'not saying’ that the speclﬁc']
nghts given to Bumiputera based’on -
pohc1es which we have implemented
and still implementing, T ammot say-.

mg throw, throw, throw and discard:
) Stlll they can be used - but be-
s1des that, we want" these capable

groups to. stnve the able ones to suc-.
“eeed further, try to'be'on yourown. -
" Make sure you can try yourself. -
“This'is‘'what T want.most. We have .
‘reached 4 stage where we want-to.
.increase. the. Malay commumty in-

“volved in. bUSmess — more self-made

increase. the number of commission
‘ agents only -

Comm1ss1on agents 50’ to speak :

are not busmessmen not en-

“ trepreneurs because they\ only find,
help: and ‘make 'a project successful ~
“until the tender stage, then there is’
comimission. = Fte T
This is also a bnsmess, I am notf‘,
saymg this isnot 4 business, I'am not -

~-saying this is not a good business but

we-do not want to create:a Malay :
% commumty wh1ch does busmess by

at wﬂl last better,

Don’t depend on other:people:.

- Tfother people donot do business then
they will not get the commission: ‘Thatis
the direction: which v we:are: going. God. -

“willing; ‘we . can see. real, solid, very
entreprenetmal Malays Malays who‘ .

are entrepreneurs n spmt

At’ tlns stage we! have made.

“has ot been ag
~achiévements. Those" days, peoplé ™ ingci 9

~‘ness.sector. The . number: ;
- putera companies ‘has shrunk the i
forever. Last time 1 told them ‘to.
“throw ‘away the crutches, meaning

t is built on‘en—

‘3they will not rely ‘on " other people, :

' Because many of them are 1nvolved in

agnculture

Q. We talk about Bu.nuputera eco-‘
nomic strength, we must accept

" the fact that the total equity mar-

ket hasnotreached a remarkable
vel compared to otherraces. Do
you feel this Malay agenda needs

" to be continued? And what policy
" statement wﬂl you make on. thls
, Q You are passmnate about i S

. sués, relatmg to' the people at -
‘ldrge, and I wish to relate the
to improve the abil: :
“and ‘ the strength of ' the.
‘Malays. Are you satisfied with the -

matter"

A. There are other thmgs Wh1ch L
‘Want to lmplement to help what is

called ithe Malay economy. Actually,

~it need not be called Malay economy

and non-Malay economy because

;-‘Malay Bi e ‘group in
~which the’ agendrf% structure: so-
ciety under the N omic Policy’

edy due: to chang-

~Since the 70s until today, many

~economic crises took place including
..the eurrency crisis. The currency. cri-
- The question is how to equip them so.-
"that they will be much stronger and.
more competitive, and it is 1mportant .

sis: ‘has:.reduced the: percentage of
Burmputera participation i in the buS1-

percentage dropped. Se we have to

_strive harder. To:me obviously we say

strengthemng ‘the  Bumiputera po-
sition will be done. Now we se¢.in- -

dustries in villages and those related -

to carpentry.and:handicraft. Now 1"
see. batik “has -'potential.: Although
batik is not. my: effort, it 1s my; w1fe
Endon’s effort.

Nowl see batik (mdustry) has pro-’
duced _many successful Bumlput-

"eras.

How to give more value, how to

~compete in the markets, That is why -

Malaysian ‘batik is not only for our
local markets. It should be made an
international brand which "can. be
called ethnic product that s popular

~ in the international market; like eth- :

nic fashion; fabrlc and others Batik is

- actually us.
busmessmen and entrepreneurs not .-



- Q@ You made two major announce-

Eighth Malaysia Plan. The latest,

yesterday you' announced: pro-
. jects worth. RM8.5 billion. There
aretwo questlons Firstly, we still:

‘hear complaints, especially’ from;:\'

Bulmputera contractors who'say
payments are still late, Secondly,

contracts: are not as. many as be-
fore. There is one group whieh .
" 'sees you as often making big an--

nouncements as though you are

“taking ' the popuhst approach,

such a perceptlon" :

-agree with the populist- approach But

"if T announce something that I'want-
~to do because people feel happy about
it and the programme becomes a pop-. -
" ular programme, it’s not-me who be-:.
-comes popular That’s what I want.
" most. Also, in this matter; the Malay
Chamber: of Commerce of Malaysia
-president Datuk. Rahman Mydintold ..
" me recently-that a RM120 million bill °
has not beeh' pald yét. Why has thle"“

“happened?
".. Why.was I not told about 1t" I won't

~ know if 'm not told. I straight away .
spoke to Tan Sri:Nor Mohamed Yak--
cop (Second Finance Minister). I'said, -
tell.me the ministry: responsible. He

~told me the ‘inistry responsible. 17

“asked why' this  happened? Do they

ministry - concerned: ~had. pald
should be: alnght; e

Qz But can the ane Mlmsterg
afford to make such a declsmnf'

,everytlme" oi

A That has become Imcro manage-f ,

. ment

If micro management i8 to manage"
everythmg, it’s impossible. We want -
to carry out agrlculture pro;ects for(j

Bumiputeras.’ -
Bumlputeras W111 play a-big roIe

‘{ABarlsan Nasional (BN). Hence, surely
. the people will be dlsappomted I'm
-confused (people say), we give you the

.‘cusations. These arenot 800
is slander; everything Wlll be spollt
A: WeIl thisis what people say If you o
“take the populist approach; hethasno
intention to spend, to: work, thisisnot
. the approach.- Forever, I will net.” -

1 - Umno d1v1s1ons began thelr

meetings ‘today. What are your‘
hopes.and adee to party mem-

, bers"

AT hope the party electlons wﬂl

proceed smoothly. We want Umno to
be strong and united. We've just held

. the general election; To. 1mpIement
- ‘what we have promised the people in
_the _election,. we: néed: strength ‘a

strong Governme

mandate; a bigger mandate, but you

u«forget to give-attention to the country
~What is happemng? People are wait-
‘ing. With such”a.big mandate, is
- Umno working (or) doesn’t it want to
- shoulder the: respons1b111t1es‘7Somet
.- people will tallelike that, askmg “Pak :
- ments that-should . make many ‘
“happy. ‘One, to increase the de-- .-
_‘velopment expenditure under the

Lah, what's happenmg‘?” - .
‘I say party elections should go on,

'they cannot ‘be postponed or: can- -
- celled. “Only, T hope, follow: proce-
‘dures, conduct the meetings well, fol-

16w our constitution sothat there’ll be:

-ho trouble, no fights. Let’s not; after
. the party contests -after party elec-
“tions: are over,’ everythmg 18 ‘over..
.the ugly effect of the electmns We
-quarrel again.

What T worry about are the SMS ]
poison-pen letters, ‘e-inails and” all

- sorts of. things, concocting - endless,
. stories; fictitious tales’ ‘merely to win
How are you going ‘to counter,r

the electlon hurling all sorts of: ‘acy

Thisds not good, If' corruptlon is.net

.condoned. ' but politicking - ‘permits

such things, characfer assagsination,
slander, concocting, stories merely to

?n’topple the people: considered: to-be
- enemies; eventuaﬂy nothlng good w111
be achleved , T

Q Lookmg back at the 252 days '
that:-you have been Prime Min-’
ister; are there: moments that you

_are happlest w1th"

A Happlest moments I don’t know ‘
what are the happlest moments I am

: always happy

i ae

Q, Probably the huge thory mt
the general electlon"‘.

: aA‘ Probably the b1g win 'was & happy ,

moment for'me, to recapture Tereng-

-ganu. I didn’t expect ... When I was in’

“faceshortage of funds? Nevertheless, I . .-

sa1d you pay first from the Treasury £
“Later;. we'll: talk to:the ‘ministry. -

' Don’t try to settle with the ministry
and delay payment. Three dayslater,

he said everything had been paid. The'

the-car, someoné ‘phoned to'say; “Pak:
Lah,, Terengganu has. been' recap-

tured” I said “Thank God; Oh God; we
-have won”, I didn’t realise 1 shed tears '
~Endon sald “Eh;you'relerying”; Tears
: dropped w1thout me. reahsmg 1t

, ‘Q,, Durmg the electlon, you sald

that BN elected representatives

. would be asked to submit a quar-
f"terly report. Are you now: expect ;
< ing them to do $07

‘A. There are those Who sent such a
- Teportto my office, pthers through the
- office of the Chief Secretary to the

Government There ‘are  also those,

'who ask for some more time: to get

more details; Tt's" -okay. If anythmg, :

“it's for the good of a11 — Bernama -
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