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| ‘Address by Prlme Mmlster Datuk Ser| Abdullah Ah
the Non-Allgned Movement’s Commlttee on Pal

Y WO weeks ago, as chalrman of

isation of the Islamic Conferencé
. (0IC) " Summit, Malaysm had

convened a special meetmg on'the Middle
'East, which issued an 1mportant dec-
laratlon on Palestine.

Today, Malaysia is convening thls mm-
isterial meeting to further respond to the
-continuing gravé situation in the. oceu-

~“pied Palestinian - territories; which is '

" threatening international peace and se- '
eurity. The movement cannot but address

72 concern.

¢ One of the central platforms of the

. Non-Aligned Movement since its incep-

" tion has been its resolute support forthe
- Palestinian cause ~- along with its op- .

- position: to colonialismy, apartheid, and

" “the proliferation of nuclear arms, among
others. As a movement, we are gratlﬁed

that our collective position has made a "+

positive impact on the efforts to r1d the '
world of these evils.
They have either been elunmated or
are in the process of being el1m1nated
Much to - our dismay, -however,. the
4 Palestinian issue has’ remained -unre-
solved and is still very much with us after
all‘these: years: Therefore, we have a’
- “collective diity to renew our comm1tment
‘to help find the solution.
More thar half a century has passed -
and we have failed to.end the conﬂlct
This .is- an 1nd1ctment _against the in-"

the 10th session of the Organ- |

»j)_the situation w1th an equal measure of .

”ABDULI.AH:: Situ i%n mo teni_se e - ‘Malaysia feels very lstressed by y-role” is to misunderstand the natu

Hamagand other P
: actmsts is'a clear

“conduct by s sta S.

ad BadaWI at the off|c1al openm of the mtmster al |
ine at Putralaya yesterday N Sl?’ { (f( 5 "L W({, I ‘rr(l)eeflzg Of

:commumty and the Un1 it Natlons can- _ the 1mplementat1on of the road map.
t Malays1a .and others had raised the -

’ aflarnmg tl&at tllze lalltest grim situation on -
! , e ground risks slid -
ad ointed out recently, the rising ten- warcgl: a precipice andllillkfile%lzleodlsvgrto s
sions. in the Middle-East, following: the . Regrettably, these warmngs have falls
war in Traqg; had 1ncreased the need for, . en on deaf ears. It is patently clear to all,
llrlla(ll 1;mp(glta?ce Olf lgaflnd positive move- except the - Governiment, that the
: on the Israeli-Palestinian track. ==+ y, while a5
The international community must act " self; cannot be yealt w1tll1ll1pl)srdlagtloldl lt :
to ensure that the Palestinian people will: The ~question of "security- must be
-no longer endure the grievous violations - v1ewed in a context — and the context
of their rights and suffer the other in-. - -remains the continued Israeli ‘occupation
dignities forced upon them. President - “and the illegal expansion of Jewish get-
Yasser Arafat, their elected and univer- - tlements on Arablands, It is also.clear to.
~sally acknowledged leader, must be'al-  all, except Israel, that — given the dee
‘lowed complete freedom of movement. mistrust: between them — the Palesl3 '
| fWe should plainly reject the approach . tinians and Israelis would not be able to
-of .apportioning blame and placing. de- find a solution on their own. Clearly, the -
mands solely upon President’ Arafat, yet - situation demands the mterventlonol’the ‘
ignoring, indeed: -condoning, the provoca- - international community partlcularl o
= glve policies of ane Mlmster Ar the UN Secur1ty Council. , y

aren. ;. -l o . To 1gnore the need for. a “third- par-

~dire plight of the Palestmlan people i)
o under dccupatio :

_commumty, partlcularly by the UN Se~
curity Council, is tantamount to appeas-
ing the occupying power. This can only
encourage contmued Israe i ’

Indeed, what Israel did and continues.  ister Tony Blair of Great Britain. To all of * fr

" to do, const1tutes acts of “state terrotism” ‘the th
’ .them, I reglstered the dee concern of

i which must be condemned. These are not - Malay o ple
““actions one would expect from a country Sy Government nd people

“well as that of the.

“terratrormdo ST
it with -all the serlousness that it de-.
"gerves. NAM however, has been unwa-
~ vering in this matter. Notw1thstand1ng
thé vagaries and vicissitudes of the in- -
ternational system, the support’ of NAM

in the struggle of the Palestinian people -

for an 1ndependent and sovereign state of
their own remains SOlld and unshake—
able. " -
* \This tragic conﬂ1ct has- exacted aheavy.
. toll of deaths, injuries and destruction,
 particularly on the part of the Pales-
“tinians..Israel, instead of easing: its grip
~‘on:the occupled Palestinian- territories,
has hardened its tough policies and prac-

tices. in these areas. In-the name of de- -

fending its security, the Israeli military

and. other-forcés have taken more re- -

pressive and viglent measures.
-These 1nclude house! demol1t10ns stop- :
" pages and closures of economic activity,
confiscation and/or destruction of lands
d property, torture of detamees, ‘
indicial targeted killings of Pales i
al expansion of Jewish

“Palestinian - national authonty Tsrael

versed .
“Allof the repress1ve act1
* have made life for the
* under, occupatlon evi
unbearable with each
‘seemns to be no pros
sight. Indeed, the s1tuat10n has become

lowing the brutal assassination of the late
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin,. founder and spir-

year.. !

weeks later. Now, éven the life’ of Pres-

1dent Yasser Arafat is at risk, threatened t

#

fracy’ and a “beacon of civilisation” in the
. region. this policy mustnot be allowed to -,
‘ ‘contlnue with impunity.

' relentless construction of the so-called

tories; can only provoke and inflame emo-

draw from Gaza, retaining the illegal .

' 1 -the 1 t1tut1ons which make up the :

- must be stopped and 1ts excesses TE-

‘ w1th other important concertis lsewhere; -

more tense and potentially explosive fol- -

itnal leader of Hamas in- March th1s '

- This was followed by an equally cold
and calculated murder of his successor; -
_the late Dr- Abdel Aziz Al-Rantisi, a few -

quartet to bring in 0 being 2 Sy
‘state that was v1able, soverelgn and i m— destroymg the so—called infrastiucture
of terrorism”, is actually to dismember

and’ d1smantle ‘the infrastructure of the'
‘Palestinian National Authority; to crip-
ple and render powerless its leaderslnp
The television screens and the news-
papers_of the world have carried “the
' graphic details. ' We have :all: been ‘wit-

nesses to the blatant and ruthless actions
- taken by Israel, using its overwhelming -
military might, to intimidate, terrorise
‘ and subdue the Palest1man leadershlp

‘These actions by Israel, as well as the

separat1on wall’ on  Palestinian terr1—

tions, rather than ease’ ‘them., ~
Equally provocative and destab111s1ng
is the unilateral Israeli decisionto Wwith-

Jewish séttlementsin the West Bank and
denymg Palestinians the rlght of return .
— all of which contradict the provisions of

the road map- for peace in the M1ddle ;
East. -

They ¢ add 1nsult to mJury by pre-empt pamstakl ly - laid -down and: bullt on’

mg the .outcome of negotiations between. : through the Madrld and Oslo processes

the two sides on a final status agreement By isolat
TIndeed, all of these actions have dealt a- 1 ‘dering him 1rrelevant” the Israeh Gov- :
serious, if not fatal blow to- the road’ . ernment is tearing up all the agreements,
: accords and’ understandmgs arrived at
n- the: two sides since the begl -

me Mlmster Ar1el Sharon must be,

¢alls' for the international community,

' particularly those entrusted W1th special T expressed my belief at this would ,

responsibility to restart the peace pro- 'only encourage ‘Israel to continue ignor- and ‘sovereign s At
they ‘continue to be ignored, the . ing Palestinian concerns and the'need to- -~ Isra -must abando

: conse uences to regional and ’interna- . fulfil the objectlve of the road map; at the

t1onal peace and. stab1l1t would be se-- -same time creating severe risks of d
riousindeed: - ; 3 'l'ng the entire peace process. ‘

- Notwithstanding our preoccupatlon L d, in my letter, urged all sides to : : )
dedicate theinselves to finding a solution - ing mdlspensable interlocu

" which - was Comprehenswe, just and  *Weshould all remember that
: durable I pomted out the 1mportance Off Presu‘lent Arafat who prempl
giving ‘the Palestlmans a role in any latest “crisis ‘three ‘years ag
, dl.S, or negottatmns - . Sharon who ‘started it all b
*I'do believethat for as long 4  liberately provocative walk-about in tk
Palestinian issue remains unres ¢ Y : compou.nd of the Al- Aqsa ]
swill continue to be the root cause el ! had also t S8 d the 1mportance of the " ironic that Arafat; whohas m

ofthe violence in the Middle Bast 1 dence building and the role i ‘
‘say to you that much of the ¢ P eping force or.-an- in- -
elsewhere in the world can also be: ternational toring ‘ mechanism - in -
to the same root cause. The interna al - that process, ticularly in monitoring

-these . events are reminders - that: the
long-standmg ‘and unresolved issue of
“Palesting. demands -our . 1mmed1ate and.
undivided attention. R

drld and Oslo is ‘the one
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PM: UN remainslast hope of Palestinians
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‘monised and si‘delined; Whén we all know -

that the second “intifada” was precipitated
by the provocation of Sharon. oo
'The United Nations, notably theSecurity

Council, remains the last hope for the
" Palestinianpeople. They look to the United ',

Nations as the champion of the oppressed
and guarantor of their rights ‘as a peo-
Malaysia strongly believesin the value of

the Security Council ‘becoming fully:
‘engaged in the effort, along with otherswho
are prepared to do so, to stop the violence, .
and to join in the search for a lasting peace -

' between the Arabs and the Israelis.

“ The quartet’s road map and the Arab
peace initiative can form the basis. The :

council must help to give substance to the.

vision of a Pales-tinian state contained:in’
Security Council Resolution 1397.Ifthe Se- -
curity Council of the United Nations cannot
initervene at this critical time, when — one
‘may ask — will it be ‘allowed to fulfil its

responsibility in this critical matter ? -

" Isuggestthatthe United Nationscanand
mustintervene effectively by establishinga:
an
.international presence to monitor the
'.situation, ease the tension and maintain
“peace and security on theground. '« = .
*'This is.the way to end the bloodstied and -

bring about a modicum: of calm to a

situation’. ‘steeped " in - mistrust and
“. antipathy. < St :

UN. mission~ or. ~“authorising.

The United Nations must persevere and

not give up. We do, not wish to see the -

credibility and prestige of the Security

Council further undermined... . -

~Talso believe that the time is ripe for all.
“ caring, ordinary people of the world to do

their part for Palestine, Repeating what
had already said before in another forum,

there is now an urgentneed for everyone to-
" manifest - solidarity with- Palestine by
‘starting a global, people-based campaign in
support of the continuing struggle of the
Palestinian people and’their elected: lea-
dership. ~— . oo
.~ Such 'a global campaign . had been’
‘successfully carried out before against

apartheid in South Africa. It led finally to

'the freeing of Nelson Mandela- from
incarceration ‘and - the liberation of the

coloured people of South Africa from the
racist regime qf apaljtheid. . '

1 think this is a challenge awaiting a
response from our civil society within NAM.
There” is need. for a movement-'to-

" champion, in a more focused and eohesive :
- way, and in the name of justice, the cause of

the Palestinian people. R
Tamecertainthat duringits shorgﬁneeting

 here today, the NAM ministerial committee |

on Palestine will consider the appropriate |
strategies and.'approaches, as well :as)
concrete and practical measures that could
’be taken under its mandate, or by NAM as

awhole.. " ¢ s EEA

" Ttrust the committeewill be abletoarrive

" at a quick consensus so as to ensure equally

quick follow-up action. I'wish all delegates

'a - fruitful deliberation o this very:
important issue. Talso wish all of you a very ‘
* pleasant stay'in'Malaysia. St}
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