n By Kallmullah Hassan

‘ KUALA LUMPUR Mon.
tigued, victorious, yet gracmusly still;
Datuk Seri. Abduliah Ahmad Badawi’ :
was sworn. in_as ane Mmlster of
‘Malaysia today '

news@nst com my.-
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“I swear upon Allah peace be upon

Him, that.1 will carry out*my re--

spons1b111t1es with honesty, with all
‘my, strength- and ability, 4nd with

_complete loyalty to. Malaysis, and T
‘will defend and safeguard the Con—
vstltutlon

He fook this oath before h1s peers
and colleagues and the Yang di-Per-
tuan Agong, watched by r

of his acceptance letter with the,sil-

_ver-gold. broad-nibbed Mont “Blane
- fountain pen. that his late mother,

3 buttons

Datuk Kailan Hassan, had given h1m-

just months’ before she passed away

inFebruary. - o
- Immaculate ' in- hig ceremomal '
‘black baju Melayu and black gold
~songket, Abdullah wore on his shirt
. another mémento from his mother — -
' ‘home in the early ‘hours ‘of. the
. miorning after his Victor' Press cons.

five ‘square’ dlamond-on-whlte-gold

adawi;

today. .

HIS election pledge was to ‘work
hard if he was glven a huge man-
date. '

That mandate he’ got leadmg the
Barigan Nasional to its best electoral
v1ctory in history, winning back Op-

‘position-held Terengganu and | coming -

within-a. whlsker of regammg Ke-

~lantan. ., .-

. In other States the green tlde of
- Pas was pushed. back their’ leaders v

: fallm_g like tenpins. -«

. Pag president Datuk Ser"‘ Abdul \

‘ HadlAwangwas humbled andreduced :

to tears'lwlith the Toss of Terengganu

e parhamentary constituency.
~Fa-

" and Ismail Kamus;the popular faith- -
* healer Datuk Dr Haron Din; the bright.

 could pretend tobe the alternative to

illions on” - and Saifuddin Nasution lose badly' :

live television. He signed four copies -

_tory in Permatang Pauh.

‘ »Malaysms fifth Prlmej ‘
eMlmster, officially -took on .the re-

‘ sponSIblhty to watch ov‘er Malays1a ' documents and ]ookmg at :forming

-“his new Cabirnet and State Govern-
- Menteri Besar. of Terengganu, as

'f Cabinet. Wheh- he became Prime

and his own defeat in the Marang

~The" " haughty .. secretary-general
‘Nasharuddin Mat Isa; the raucous
Mohamed Sabu: and Mahfuz Omar,e.
the silver-tongued Datuk Hassan Ali

new hopes of Pas like Syed. Azman -
Syed Ahmad; all fell by the wayside,
losing to mostly Iesser known Umno
‘candidates,

Keadilan Nasional, - whlch once‘

Umno, saw its defiant and . unre--
strained rabble-rousers Tian' Chua

‘Their only salvation; perhaps, was
thelr presldent Datin Seri Dr Wanv
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Azlzah Wan Ismall’s wafer-thm v1c-

As he promised, despite returning -

Trade Centre. 2
p and: about early, meetmg _
' principal pri secretary*

Datuk Thajuddeen: Wahab, sighing

‘ment line-ups. -~
Datuk Idris Jusoh w111 be the new'

promised by Abdullah. And there will -
certainly. be new faces in his first

Minister in October last year, he in- .
‘herited. the Cabinet of his predeces--
sot, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, and
made minimal changes: only bring-'
ing in Tan Sri Nor Mo d Yakcop -
asthe second Fmance Mlmster
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andf‘ malcontents who held the party to° rans -
- som-and contnbuted to defeat from the Jaws ‘
‘of victory.in some seats. : o
+ Permatang Pauh is one ¢ase in point. Pa-

In the' days to eome Abdullah will alsoh

kmg at post-mortems of both the BN and, : b%osted by enthusiastic Malaysmns, young g

i ery
.efﬁment admlmstratlon Wealth-creatlng op-
, _portumtles for the people and much miore, .
eéured him thesuppert.

“gir 'Mas, where dlssenter Datuk-Ibrahim Al
'speilt the ﬁght glvmg v1ctory to. Pas,is an-
. other

"

“BN- secretar'y general Tan Srl Khahl Yaa-

kob summed up the general sentiment when -
he credited: the coalition’s huge victory as’
i, ,bemg “99.9 per-cent due to Pak Iiah”.

The high -voter’ turnout, which Hadi
blames for Pas’ disastrous showmg, was also

* symbolic of Malaysia’s pull towards Abdullah,

who had appealed for voters to turn out in

numbers - and give" him ‘the mandate. he

.own party, there

" ‘miembers and lead

the BN.

caided by ‘a machmery -

.0ld, who volunteered their services, and
ally young people from Umno Youth:and.
uteri Umno, who, spent the Tast two days of
ampalgmng swoopmg down on’ fence-s1tters

of dlssenters w1th1n hls~
-strong support for Ab-.
and-file and the-older
, such as former Prime
Mlnister Tun _athlr who traversed
the country, SOllCl mg sy "‘t for hnn and

dullah from the 72

Despn;e foul- ups byithe‘:El tlon Commls-
sion, the election proceeded smoothly and the -
end result was beyond even the expectations .

.~ of the most optimistic Umno and BN leaders.

Now; the real work begins for all who have
been elected under Abdullah’s ausplees ) /
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