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v CHINA appremates that Prlme Mlmster ',_'
. Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi chosee .
China as the first’ country outsnie Asean to  Ministers and senior members of the Chi-
‘visit since assuming office. ‘ - nese’ Government - attended ‘the bilateral
, Chmese Prime Mlmster Wen Jlabao sa1d . talks. Thé two Prime Ministers later wit-
‘ yesterday this- demonstrated the Value", nessed the & signing: offgu‘ memorandums of
“Malaysia places ‘on frlendly relatlons with 'understandmg between ‘the -two - Govern-
- China. “Your visit is‘of great. s1gn1ﬁcance, ments and six memioranduns of agreement' ;
: he said, remmdmg his .audienice: that Ab- between the prlvate sectors of the two eoun-
_~dullah: had- also. visited : China Iast year’ T
' before becommg Malaysla’s fifth ane Mm
iste

pohtmal and 50 "’al co- operatron

'MoUs betWeen the two Govern en 8

_ atWe know each' ther,‘ and it is'a great’,' WTO Agreem it
- “pleasure to meét you again,” " he said at the - Techmcal Barrrers‘ Sanitary arid Phyto:
: start of bllateral talks at the Great Hall of g

L dlah isjon a ﬁve-d_ay ofﬁc1al v1s1t 10.
' Chma, whlch also marks the 30th anniver-
“gary of dlplomatlc relations] between the'two
, countrres.\But ¢ontacts between, Malaysia

and China can be traced back 600 years. . €

In response, Abdullah expressed his:
id appreciation for the hosp1tahty-




" the two: countries’ private sectors.

The Prime Minister:reminded the = :
parties involved that they should “put =
) mto effect all the. points.of agreement
: they have entered into, If they do not,
it willnot be good forthe busmess or’ ‘t

" for their reputation”,

In his speech at; the opemng of the o
D1alogue
construc-~ even:
tio m “men from Malaysia and C‘hma
tions technology and blotechnology, s
« education; healthcare services and -
- franchlse arrangements —asareas of 8

: ‘Malays1a-Ch1na Busmess

- (expérience ‘and a: g
- not only within Malaysia but also in
' ‘West Asia, India and Africa.

: ; Earlier, at’ the Malaysia-Chma visit h
- Buginess Dialogue;’ ‘Abdullah also -
thnessed the s1gmng 0f 28 MOUs by; il

eng m,

* Malaysian ‘and Chinese, busmess-

‘men could also set up joint ventures”
in third countries. Construction and
\ professmnal services lend themselves

for thisas Malayslan companies have
d.track’ record

. Thereis much complementanty be-

‘ tween the two countries atid thereare |
- many s1m11ar1t1es in. economic char: *
'acterlstlcs that lend themselves to

- ‘the 16th'\ largest forelgn mvestor m"

China.. " .}

were valued'at US$1. 1 billion, -

Abdullah sald potential- mvestors)-f
‘the COntextf‘

should look at Malaysm i
of the Asean market. .

“Last. year: Malaysia’ accounted for}
. 7 per cent. of intra-Asean trade
valued. at US$160 1. billiori;: In--
“tra- Asean trade ison  the uptrend and

set to gather momentum w1th Afta

" Meanwhile, Chlnese 1nvestmentsf'
in 108 approved projects in’ Malays1a }

na 1ncluded Malays

competltlve mvestm ]

er said “there ex-
ns for Malays1a,

o Chlna s seventhslargest tradmg part-k
_ner, accountmg for some 4.6 per cent

) a"

he Prlme M1n1ster assured the bus1-

; "5’: nessmen -adding that it was also a

- good place to do business”.

‘safe and 7‘,
‘ destmatwn,

; \' -~ Malaysia regustered GDP growth of
5.2 per cent'in 2008 on the back of low
; “inflation, ~low . unemployment -and |
g ‘ﬂ,“'strong reserves: This year the 'econ- .
. omyis expected to expand\by 5.5tosix
+ . per cent. In the first ‘quarter GDP-
. growth'of 7.6 per ce twas above most
_ ”__7., forecasts i »
.+ Abdullah sald those w1sh1ng to £
‘ plore 1nvestment opportumtles in the:
‘_1ndustr1al seetor’ should consuder the
: v,pr1or1t1es set out by, Malay i
include. higher-end ' electror ic. prod
b ucts, medical devices, engmeermg
e supportmg 1ndustr1es and automo-
- tive components. - ‘

These

v Last. night. Wen'Jlabao hosted a

“,,banq,uet ‘forAbdullah at the Great:
_ v P S

) /spected a\glr‘uard-of honour
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