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SEREMBAN: Enough
~ The country’s top two leaders

_want . Barisan Nasional  back--
benchers and the Customs. and

Excise Department to stop-their
slanging match.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab- -

dullah” Ahmad: Badawi said he

feared that both:sides would end

up as losers if the mud- shngmg
continued.

“*I think* all these accusatlons‘

and counter-accusations between
- them has come to-a level where
'they have to he stopped.

“There may. be negative reac- -

tions towards- the: Customs. Or
there may also b6 some who may

- feel uneasy with our MPs,” said
Abdullah, who-was on a one-day
visit to NegriSembilan.

Over the past few months, Cus- '

‘toms senior officers had come un-
der -attack in Parliament with
~ some MPs accusing them of abus-
ing their power or craving public-

ity. In turn, the Customs disclosed
that Datuk Mohd Said Yusof (Jasin .
" MP) asked them to close an eye in"

‘an  investigation involving his
company. Since -then, the rela-
tionship had tanked::

On Monday,- BN MPs_accused
the Customs of spendlnijM48
-million on’_their unif

tit-for-tat_after -it had ’eveaied
that Mohd Said sent a threatening *

SMS to a senior Customs officia
Abdullah said MPs had the free
dom to speak in Parliament but

they should use this privilege: o
-discuss -issues -concerning  the:
country’s current affairs as weﬂ,

as future plans. -

“Voicing their theughts and con-

cerns on various aspects, espe-
cially on development plans... now
thatis allowed, thatis freedom.”

. But there were limits to what
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could and could not be spoker,

especially when thie subject mat- .:

ter concerned sensitive issues.
Abdullah said the people had
high hopes on how MPs carried .
themselves and performed thelr
dutles in Parliament. - ~

Najib - Razak ~*sai :
‘though covered by Parliamentary
privilege, should not -put down
government agencies.’

. Reactmg to the Customs-MPs
brouhaha in Parliament, - the

Barisan Nasional Chief Whlp told .

MPs. to. conduct sessmns “in a
decorous manner”.

“Flaws can be pomted out, ‘but
0 it ethlcally i-Parliament... I
would like to see thmgs doneina

although they have a

the manner of presenting it.”
Ask‘?s?

fin, Najib said although it-was a

private exchange of SMS between -

ay-that they don’t appear to be .
‘belittling government  depart-
- ments...

.right.to air their grlevances Itis

t0 comment on the Jasm :
- MP-Customs controversy follow-~
- ing a report on Mohd Said’s SMS
* to preventive director Adnan Arif-

the duo the matter could be re-

ferred to a Parliamentary Com-
‘mittee.
;. Najib also expressed regret that
Bthe SMS senithy the Jasin MP had

been made public.
S, “written - in Malay,
as: “Peace be'upon you,
I ‘Wwant 16 ‘invite me - to
“meet up. Rotnainer in Malacca is
contintously finding fault with my
- compaiiy. If this continues, don’t
- be angry if 1 continue to ralse Cus-
toms issues. Thank you.”. :

Rumainor Sharifis the Malacca

Customs preventive chief whore-
fused Mohd Said’s request to close

_ one.eye in an.investigation over a

consignment of timber.
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