KUALA LUMPUR: Former Umno 7

president Tun Dr.Mahathir Mo-

“hamad “has every -right to, be
-picked as a delega.te to the party-

_generalassembly in November.

. Party president Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah’ Abmad - Badawi said. the-
supreme - council had - discussed -

‘the matter and concluded that it
~would be up-to the-Kubang Pasu

Umno division to decide whether -
the former Piime: Mlmster should» ‘

become a delegate. -

-Dr Mahathir, who helmed the '

division when he was Prime- Min-

ister and Umno pre51dent isnow

an ordlnary member.

“If he is a delegate, then he i is

‘welcome to attend the assembly in

that capacity,” the Prime Minister . -
‘said after chaarmg a four-hour_ ‘
‘supreme - council -meeting ' at

Menara Dato’ Onn last night.

_ tention to become a delegate so -
- that he ‘could raise concerns.over.

“the. runmng of the; country at the
-assembly. -

On Dr. Maha,thjr attendmg the

assembly, Abdullah said he would

not- have . any pmblem meetmg -

th there

_Nﬂ

To a questlon on- whether he

would shake Dr Mahathir’s hands, -

Abdu]lah saId he had never faﬂeﬂ
to doso,

- Dr Mahathlr had also mdlca,ted

his interest to address the assem-
_ bly, towhich Abdullah replied that
:Dr Mahathir had voiced his in-

\4

as_speakers would -normally be.

picked by the State Umno.liaison

Mahath]rs request that the Offi-
cial Secrets Act not be:invoked
against him for. revealing. docu-

ments. purportedly showing_the

committees, he wads leaving the. -
- matter to Kedah Umino. - S
. ; Abdullah was alse‘asked on Dr -

free to attend z{xesegmbl

" Government was fhe first to offer

sand: :and air space to Slngapore’

over the bridge deal.

“If he has such’ documents he

can submit themto us;” he said. -

When pressed whethier the Gov-
ernment would give a written as-
suraiice on the matter. as sought

‘by Dr.Mahathir, Abdullah ques-
“tioned how such documents could .

come into the possession of the

: former Prime Minister.

“On’party matters, Abdullah said
1no problems had been reported in
the dlylsmna.l meetmgs held 50

] ‘far



