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-KUALA LUMPUR Froman ordlnary En-

glish working- -class woman, ‘Nancy T.
Simmons became an overnight celebrlty
All because ofthe Tunku.

“The first Prime Minister had mv1ted
her to-Malaya to witness. the proelama-
tion of Independence in 1957 and that -
sent the media into afrenzy. . -

She was then a single 40-year-old Lon-
doner living in a one-bedroom flat, earn- -
ing a monthly salary of $300 as a govern-
ment driver for dignitaries. .-

_Tunku ‘Abdul. Rahman Putra. al-Ha,J
was one of them. And they became good
friends, corresponding with each other.

The-growth of their friendship can be
traced through letters they had written
to each.other and newspaper articles:

. ‘Many of these are now! in the handsofa
Malayswn

Newspaper articles about her visit to
Malaya, photographs and Tanku's letters

,to her dated between Feb 23, 1956 and’

Dec 1, 1975 were purchased by publish-

er and collector Datuk Mohamad Zaki - '
Ahmad for a “very expenswe pnce in' b

2003,/ - k
There were five o‘ther 'bldders for the
historic items in’ London. Zakilearnt be-
fore the bidding process that Simmons’
had died as a spinster five years earlier.
The letters indicate that the Tunku re-

garded his driver as a good friend who -

served him well during his visits to Lon-

don -to. negotlate Independence for

Malaya. '

She became a “hot news item even
before Jeaving for ‘Malaya as British re--
porters tailed her while she prepa,red for

“herjourneyto Malaya.

~The reports even: documented what

‘she ‘had . bought:. gay-printed "cotton .-
frocks, an icy-blue cotton evening gown . -

with -an’ off- the-shoulder neckline. and
small sleeves. .. =~

She went through Athens Karachl
Calcutta, Bangkok and Singapore to'get
toKuala Lumpur. And the Press followed
her while she was in Kuala Lumpur de-

- tailing almost everything shedid. .

“She had rice and curry for Jurich,”
cried -out one headline in the British _
Press. “Nancy Simmons V.LP: Justanor-
dinary girl, but for two weeks- Nancy
knew the thrlll of fame” anotherheadlme
ﬂashed t

She was certamly given VIP treatment
staying at the Federal Hotel —the newest
hotel at that time built specially to house

~ visiting dignitaries. There “she was
served “an exotic meal with Eastern spe- -
cialities” and given a bottle -of -cham- -

pagne placed in an ice bucket. - /-
‘And for a change, she was ohauﬂ'eured

, around Kuala Lumpur: -

Simmons was-also reported to have

- been granted an aud;ence with the Ya.ng

di-Pertuan Agong. :
"She also met Cabinet ministers and

_ princes. and  attended state. banquets,

ga.rden parties and a water pageait.

" The 'Tunku apparently confided in
- Simmons — aﬁ'ecuonately known as

‘Bunny’.
He spoke toher about his concern over

‘the May 13 1969, mcldent hls health

-~ able house in London for him to buy.

worrles and asked her to find an afford-

. the proclamation of Independence1 v
" 1957. LEFT: Zaki bought the lettersand " -
’ news articles for ‘ hefty sum. '

ABOVE Simmons wa&mvnted to w:tness

The Tunku -even :asked Snnmons,‘

=through a Jeiter dated Oct 7;1966, fora -

good bakery in Londen from wlnch toor-

‘déracakefora friend.
He also told her onJan 28 1970 that
he had to scrap his: pla.ns tobuy a house

- inLondon after running low on funds.

The Father of the Nation remembered
. Simmons asa kind and-charming VIP..

the Merdeka celebrations.. - -

Zaki, 52, said he knew of the docu-
ments after making a request to his net-
work of dealer friends. - -

“I admired the Tunku very much since
meeting him persona]ly aﬁer he retlred "
he said. s

Zaki said the letters showed that
Tunku was a humble, siricere and honest
man while being a pohm:lan a prince
and aleader.

“1 think he was mstrumental in foster-
mg ramal harmony from. the start Psaid

Zakl plans to reveal the documents at a
public exh1b1t10n soon
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