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THE murder of J.W. W. ‘Birch, the
first British Resident in Perak
BT _ , . shook the British admlmstratlon to
Wan Mohd Isa, its core and took a terrible toll on
the great, great 7 . _ the Malay aristocracy of the day in
grandsonof = - - i : _ the State.
rNgah Ibrahim O ‘ i, . ' - Two of the most lmportant

: : players in the events that |
~ unfolded, as the British sought
those involved in the incident,
have remained in graves in
Singapore over the years.

Now their wish of being interred
in Perak is flnally gomg tobe -
realised. ‘

The remains of Ngah Ibrahlm
who made his fortune in tin
mining in Larut, and his father-in-
law,-Laksamana Mohd Amin Alang,
the territorial chief of Hilir Perak,
will arrive on Perak’s shores this
Saturday

Awaltmg them is a welcome that
will give the honour that has
eluded them for over 100 years.

.. The prized possession in Wan Mohd Isa’s collection is this 8R-sized: picture
showing Ngah Ibrahim (seated) with his sons Wan Mohd Isa (Ieft) and Mat -

~ Nasir. — Picturés by jamgh Nasrl o , , k > >> REPORTS: P6-7
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in Kuala Kangsar and was later
buried at the royal mausoleum
there.

But Ngah Ibra.hlm Amm and-
Shahbandar’s pleas to breathe
their last in Perak were rejected
by the British who believed they
were still a threat to their admin-
istration in the State.

Instead, they were deported to
Sarawak from Seychelles and lat-
er to Singapore.

The fate of the Shahbandar is
not known although it is believed

y o
: d and disap-
' pomted llelta trange vibration

Dr azrm Shah i seek

picked it up to,é
hat |

. mausoleum despite his non-royal

status,

- that he died in Singapore.

While the grave of Amin was
identified around the late 1980s
by one of his descendents in Sin-
gapore, the journey to find the
grave of Ngah ]brahlm ‘took a
longer time. :

The effort was first started by
Larut, Matang and Selama’s terri-

. torial chief Datuk Wan Ahmad

Wan Rasdi back in the- early
1990s.

Despite numerous trips, he was
unable to find the grave due to un-

ac ed aja’Mu Haja' '

.

certalnty about the place where
"Ngah Ibrahim was buried.

And when Wan Ahmad’s son,
Datuk Dr Wan Mohd Isa, assumed
the hereditary territorial chief’s
position, he continued his father’s
mission,

The son was luckier.

Inearly 2002, a professor of his-
tory handed Wan Mohd Isa a the-
sis on Ngah Ibrahim written by a
Universiti Malaya undergraduate.
The thesis written by Wee Choon
Siang in 1952, titled Ngah Ibrahim

ining the events

in Larut 1858-1874, mentioned
that Ngah Ibrahim died in Singa-
pore and was buried at the
Makam Al-Junid.

In August 2004, Wan Mohd Isa
and three others travelled to Sin-
gapore and began their search for

the grave, succeeding in locating
it at the place stated by Wee.

The negotiations to bring back
the remains of Ngah Ibrahim then
started.

At the same . time, Amin’s
grandson, Datuk Mohd Amin

Shukeri Ali Akbar, the present
territorial chief of Hilir Perak, -
submitted a request to the Perak
Government to have the remains
of his grandfather brought back
to Perak.

The Perak State Government

agreed to bring back the two

heroes and give them a suitable
burial.

Wan Isa and Amin believe Ngah
Ibrahim and Amin will “find
peace once they return home, -
back to the soil of their birth”.
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Pefhaps God willed that | would be the ohe to find the grave. A professof of historyf@ho learnt about

my quest handed me a thesis Which contained the information on the location as well as the picture

" of Ngah Ibrahim’s grave
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for Perak’s =~
forgotten heroes

Final resting place for Ngah Ibrahim and Amin

Wan Mohd lsa (left) and the

August 2004.

H By Jaspal Singh
jaspal@nst.com.my

TAIPING: The quest to. bring
back the remains of two of Per-
ak’s most -illustrious sons from
Singapore is coming to an end.

Tengku Menteri Ngah Ibrahim
of Larut and Laksamana Mohd
Amin Alang, the territorial chief
of Hilir Perak, will be given the
honour and respect rightly due to
them this Saturday.

When the Royal Malaysian

2,

Navy ship KD Laksamana docks

at the Lumut naval base, the re-
mains of the forgotten Malay

 heroes will be accorded a cere-

monial welcome.

On hand will be a

guard-of-honour mounted by

members of all three wings of the
armed forces.

Thanks to the efforts of the Na-
tional Heritage Department, Mu-
seum and Antiquities Depart-
ment and the Perak Government,
Ngah Thrahim will be laid to rest

_at the Matang Museum C‘omplex.

The complex was once the
home of the richest Malay in the
19th century, and it doubled up
as a fort from which Ngah
Ibrahim administered Larut as
its “Menteri”.

This will be in sharp conirast to
the ‘humble burial that Ngah
Ibrahim and Amin received in
Singapore in 1895 and 1908 re-
spectively. The British were only
too happy to hasten the proceed-
ings so that their roles in the oppo-

sition to the colonial administra-
tion would be quickly forgotten.

The remains of Amin will be
buried at the Perak Royal Mau-
soleum in Kuala Kangsar, next to
the grave of his once-exiled com-
patriot, Sultan Abdullah.

Ngah Tbrahim and Amin were
implicated in the murder of Per-
ak’s first British Resident JWW.

. Birchin 1875, an event which led

to years of turmoil in the State.
The Tengku Menteri was never
tried in a court of law and exiled

team which helped him find the grave of Tengku Menteri Ngah Ibrahim of Larut at Makam AI-]uhid in Singapore in

because of his close relationship
with those directly involved in the
murder in Pasir Salak. :
Datuk Sagor, Datuk Mahara-
jalela and Pak Indut, Mahara-
jalela’s father-in-law, were tried
and hanged in Matang in 1877
while Sultan Abdullah of Perak,
Ngah Ibrahim, Amin and Datuk
Shahbandar were exiled to the
Seychelles. :
Sultan Abdullah, pardoned af-
ter 16 years in exile, was allowed
to return to Perak where he lived -
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