: 'Whﬂe it is not wrong: to call
forbetter policing, there were

~ many statements from com--
= mumty leaders, including poli--
ticians; that were thinly veiled

-attacks on the professionalism
of the force..
Sometimes, they are from

- the Very ‘' same people/ who -
have; over the last year or-so -

" been vocal in systematically
running down the force.

Remember the uproar and " .wher
‘political "~ opportunism . that -

arose over the nude-squat in-

cident that painted negatively -
m broad strokes the mtegnty‘

~fortifis

of e ensuring our security tothe -
‘wecango
* about our daily lives and busi- ,

men in blue, so'tha

ness. Many of us and our busi- -

-messes have- prospered be- -
~cause of the relative peace and .
- security provided by them. .
", "We have taken for granted

that we ‘could do what we.

-about crumna.ls spoﬂmg our

- day.

isa faet of life; a.nd it
something new: The fact.
t of ‘our homes-are
withrgzilles, locks and
a.lal‘ms suggest that we havef

y
_close by. It is 'only when they"

start to expand beyo d their

comfort zones, invading our‘

- spaces
- ways, parks; shopping com
plexes — that we feel vulner:
ble and threatened: .

The Governmeént wants to

" please and not have to worry -increasethe

men andpoh_

beat andnoless thanthe Cab-
inet has ditected that'seciiri
be improved in the suburbs of-
- Kuala Eumpur.

Now; looking at the numher .

kof policemen~we ‘have, that -

-lice'all the way down te.cler!
‘and general workers.

There are also 837 peﬁce*

pohcemen and policewomen,
or- more help from “citizens.
“But the solution. to the crime
problemas not d bigger force

th Inspector-General of ‘Po-

more pa,trolsv a.nd clOsed:cir .

~do not ad-
; -dress- the- mam,lssue of the
seermngnSe incrime.
: i \policing i issue,’
- itis a secietyissue: Th}s1snotaj

cuit surveillance

ty. We miist look at thereot of
“~the problem ‘that leads. us. to :

produce criminals.

For: any - crime preventlon, :
strategy ‘to work, there is'a
need for people to not. only,

co-operate; but also look into.

the enVJronment that bree s

der.:

p-,
~pens. I would like to beheve
that: most criminals: are-not
,progranuned intheir genes 1o
be criminals. .

The “ether issue’ that We

“yniist be very careful about; as-

we -set - up nelghbourhood

“watches and crime prevention .
'groups, is why we are doing so. -

Isitto helpthe police or are we -

showing signs that ‘our confi-\

,dence in the-force is eroding? -
The latter is dangerous as it-

could take us down the path of -
“vigilantism, and that is no help

atallto preservmg iaw and or-




