~ - voice out.

: “ﬁewspapers write artlcles sometlmes\ .
L opposmg the Government. : :
-But, it is-also tune 1o rev1ew Immsterlal ;

- pOWers:

“Atpresent, itis any decision of themin-
- ister shall be final and cannot be ques—
o tlonedbythe Court’” )
~In1988, Salleh wrote aletter to the ng\ o

on behalf of the judges expressing d1s
- pointment over accusations
then Prime Minister D&

: )
Dr Mahathn' Mohamad agamst tke JHdICla-

ry.
Salleh was suspended

' judges were also suspénded; of whom two -
Pawan Teh

* {the'late Tan Sri Wan Sulei
-and Datuk George Seah) were dismissed.

- - Salleh, who will be:77 on Friday, was

. speaking to reporters after undergomg an .

" - angioplasty. - g
" ‘During the Press conference he d]S-

.. tributed a press statement on issues relat-
ing to the 1988 eplsode Wh.ICh led toa CI‘lSlS
Cin the judiciary. -

i‘,1988

- away the vestmg “‘of _]udtmary authorlty

L ﬁ’om the courts. - »
“Atone trme the courts had what We calk
ici vhichis

| take their complamts to the upper courts :
" as practised in ’En‘gl d and Indla “It is

veryhealthy g
i “But in: thlS coun,

“Snnplybecause the 'Govemrnentfloe not. -
= _Want to-be tested as to’ the rlghts and P

“Since. the ]udlcta.l cr1s1s took place in
/theGo ment hastrled temhp the -

- can t do that,;

~trends in the country, saying: 1 feel there - - »
-_is more transparency now. People can'y;"ﬂ o

grandchildren to

W, %ut ; toek my semto;t and solace in
e“mrfgg a sﬁmpze gardenef
lav would arrive that

; r | | N};(, 2{3[3\ Y
- The Lord Presrdent sacked in 1988 by the prev:ous admlmstratron speaks to the
‘media for the first time. Tun Salleh Abas is disillusioned with the judicia

But | kept on

'waé

jary and. -

‘wants a review of provisions of the Constitution relatlng to the judlqary so’ that |ts

low greater ]ndl i mﬂependence
“For ple want to held
eech they need i

: ‘peal to the chief] police ofﬁcer But his: dem- o
. sion is-final, a.nd cannot be questloned in

court.”,

After the 1988 orlsls Salleh sald he he-,

came disillusioned withthelaw.:
" “So much sothat I never encouraged my
children and grandchildren to take up law:

"~ Frookmy comfortand solace in becommg a
: snnple gardener.”

Asked how the 1988 crisis took place he*
,,sald it started when tWo Asian Wall Street

[as
“madeavery stxong comment onthe power =
“of the-Government, to withdraw the visa.-
“The Govérnment started to'see the judicia-" -
: ‘ryas mterfermg w1th the Executrve Alotof-

xpulsi
it John: Berthelse

powers are not shackled’ MINDER]EET KAUR reports

Sy

o eplsode in 1988 when the institution of the -

judiciary was’ attacked by the executive, -

- “resulting in the unfair and unceremonious -

. -dismissal of three top judges -and injuring -
» amany more”. ‘

sion order on the journalists were wrong.

_The paper resumed. pithlication - and the_v
. expu]smn order wasquashed.) :

~Salleh said: “Political parties should not
he a law ‘unio themselves whereby - dis-

putes within the partiesare not the subject - -
of _]IldlCIal review, Thus the parties become

Judges in their own cause, a clear Vloiatlon
of the principle of natural justice: . - -
“More than this, th et

“said recently that a major mistake which |
‘had damaged democracy and-the rule of
law ‘in " the -country was the “shamefulr =

and Bapheal Pura, The
- Journal challenged the order in court. The
'Supreme .Court-ruled -on Nov 3 that ‘the -
suspensmn of the Journal and the expul-ﬁ‘

Salleh said the coun(;ll S proposal to re-' ~

view the matter was for the country’s ben-
-.efit, “which we want to see beirnig governed

democratically and-in accordance with the

“rule of law, so that the system will. endure‘ :
 for many generationsto come”, - .~

‘He added " the Bar Council’s proposal .
should not be taken tightly as it involved a

: ser1ous~attempt to- restore the Judlmary to.
“its “foriner golden era”; i

On Minister-in the Prime’ M;msters De-

;partment Datuk :Seri:Nazri-Abdul Aziz's

“statement dlsmlssmg the preposal, Salleh

- said: Readlng (Nazrl s} statement, .J can:

" only conclude it was made nnpromptu off
~the caff; with

“would be up tothe Government

" However, if called upon to' glve ewtience .

,hesald “Iwould deﬁmtelyhke 1t o




