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but that projecting

the Asean economic role at the globalﬂ :

level was a necessary part of the

process of building an'Asean Economic " -

Community (AEC) at regional level:

He said Malaysia supported the o

move: to advance the daté¥f creating a

single market of the AEC from 2020-to :
2015 because- there-were “now even-

‘more compelling reasons” to-do so.

“If we do not hasten the creation of ;

that regional single market; Asean'may

run the risk of losing its‘position-as an

rmportant investment destmatron

“We must take the necessary steps:

to protett our position as a compet

tive prodiiction base, and as an impor-

tant -ecohomie entrty, in the: global
\tradm ironment,” he said, -

‘ble, prosperous and hlghly'competr-

tive economic region. This would in-

- turn: reduce; povertyand socio-€co- -




