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PUTRAJAYA Gerakan pre31dent Datuk L

Seri Dr Limy Keng Yaik said yesterday -
Penang Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh
. Tsu Koon, 'who is his party deputy,
“should not be blamed'if groups of
backward Malays existed in the §tate.
" He said this was because sorne
Malays residing in Penang chose not to
accept modernisation and progress -

despite fair development undertaken by .

. the existing administration.

“I can'say that Malays in Penang have
better living standards compared with -
those residing in other states,” he said.

Based on his observations since
. -being at the helm of the party for 26 )

years, Lim: said, there were Malays
who chose to maintain their tradmonal
rural ifestyle. .

k " . Satarday.’

“So do not blame Tsu, Koon 1f there
are Malays in Penang who are,

- ‘backward,” he told a special press
_ conference called to announce detaﬂs

of Gerakan’s general assemb}y on'*

Lim said this-whén asked to

-comment o claimis by some Ummno

division leaders in Penang that the

Malays there. were marginalised and:

sidelined by the state’s administration.
"On Sunday; Bukit Mertajam Umno -

- -division chief Datuk Musa Sheikh

Fadzir had even demanded-that Koh

“ relinquish his position as the chairman

of the Penang Water Supply « = . .
Corporation. He alleged that there was. |

-favouritism in the’ management of the .

corporatlon
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" and the northern: parts-of the island:

-

ane Qmes\‘er Datuk Sen Abdullah
Abmad Badawi had on Sunday. L

" requested that development pro;eéts in

Penang be well distributed and not -

- overly .emphasised on the island alone.

He had said that areas-‘where the .
majority of its residents were Malays
like Balik Pulau, remained under-
developed compared with George Town

- Onthe Gerakan assembly, Lim said
he did not want the remarks made by
Umno Youth: vicé-chief Khairy .-

- Jamaluddin and the proposal ca]hng for
‘the rotationsef the chief minister’s pbst to.

- be made discussion topics. -

“I'feel there is 1o need to makeit an
issue. Itis a non-issue for Gerakan “he

" .said. - Bemama S



