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On this ausplclous oecasmn, as:

we join hands to_celebrate our 49th

Merdeka anmversary reminiscing .

the resoundlng cries of Merdeka! .

Merdeka! Merdeka! by our beloved
. Father of Independence: Tanka Abdul
Ratiman let us not forget one:man
who played an importantrole in
forming Malaysia. Whenever we
celebrate the occasion and recall the -
words of Tunku, this man from.
Sarawak, the former Sarawak Affairs

Anak Barieng, should not be
forgotten :

) Kuehmg one cool November. . -
morning in 1976, he told me about

Iwas then a correspondent wnh the™
Straiis Echo (now defurict): :
“I have a’close relaticnship w1th
the Tunku,” he' said, adding that as "
Malaysia’s first ane Minister after
getting independence from Britain;

the Tunku made Malay31a a great L

nation.
“Had itnot been for Tunku

Malaysia would not have existed in

the first place and Sarawak would
not have prospered to this extent,” *
Jugah saidin his. husky voice:”

Jugah was born in 1905 in Sungai
Kapit, Sarawak and at the age of 20
he-was appointed a penghulu )

: (Vﬂlage headman) of the Meriraj
area in the Kapit District. .

He recalled that in-November
1924-he took part in the peace-
making ceremony at Kapit between
two warring tribes, the Ibans of
Batang Rajang and Kenyahs at Long_
Nawang under the chairmanship of
the Third White Rajah, Sir Charles
Vyner Brook..
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Sarawak politics in hig’ simiple Malay. .

To cut a long story shor‘r, Jugah
who was instrumeéntalin the

_ Sarawak government’s efforts to © . ,
: ,codlfy all the Dayak adat (customs) -
“inte a book called “Tusan Tunggu~

Bagi Ké-Tiga” said that when Tunku -
suggested that he wanted to-include
‘Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei and":

Smgapore as part of Malaysia, there :

were widespread protests not only .=
among Sarawakians but alse from

Filipinos and Indonesians who - ="
. oppesed.the formauon of the new
“When I'met Jugah at hlS office in

nation.
~“Tunku’s idea of formmg Malaysm

“'was genuine and far-sighted,” Jugah
said; adding that the Tanku had

several dlscussmm wrth hun on ﬂ‘llo

“subject ]
Said Jugah: ‘When the sub]ect of
- forming Malaysm was brought up.in’
.. Sarawak politics; thie Thans who:

formed the bulk of the population

- expressed disappointment and
- aggressively opposed the idea”" - -

“When talk of Malaysia’s -~
foermation hit the headlines in- the

“Tocal newspapers in-Sarawak,

tension was high everywhere,”

‘Jugah said. He feared that civil war .-
might brealk Qutamong the res1dents'

any time.. .. ¢
“To make thmgs Worse » Jugah

“added, “President. Ferdmand Edrian -

Marcos of the Philippinés and
President Sukarno of Indenesia were
declaring war on Malaysia, Sukarno

- wanted to crush Malaysia and waged

guerilla warfare against the
federation from 1963-65. He-even
sent'war planes to invade Kuala
Lumpur but their attempts were

“ foiled”

'I‘Ius wasa trymg perlod for e, .
Jugah said. He visited all the vﬂlages :
“and traveled widely in the deep ,
_interior, éven to the isolated parts of

Sarawak explaining to the people .~
Tunku’s intention and the need to -

. forge. unity and bring development 0

the region. :
“l worked day and mght to
accomplish this and finally the

people gave me an'open mandate -

_decide,” he said in a steely V01ce h.lS

o tone reflecting the heavy

responsibility he had to bear. “The
future of Sarawak, whether to join -

Malaysia or not, rested in my hands?”

“My decision was final,” he said. -
The Tunk: was in touch: w1th him

always during that time. “How could.
- T disappoint iim? My people had

responded o my call and they gave:
me the full mandate to be part of
Malaysia” .

* Jugahrecalled that When W
everything was settled he was asked

* to be one of Sarawak’s
-representatives to sign the Malaysm .

_Agreementin London.

- His narrative over, Jugah fell into

a long pause. Then he breathed a

headvy sigh of relief; as if lightened of -
* aburden he had been shouldering.

Jugah said he was elected as a

member of Parliament in 1963. In_ - .

the same year, he'said, he was
‘appointed Federal Mlmster for -
Sarawak Affairs and reappomted to'

-that post after being returried in the
: 1970 general eléction.

" Hliterate, never havmg helda - ‘
pencil nor read a book, Jugah was

one of the rare breed that\held high-

posmons lIl Malaysmn pohtlcs He

i hls office
in 1976.

was we]l respeeted and pralsed for

his good works:and nioble deeds by
- every section of Malaysian society.

-When Jugah died at 81, Sarawak’s

"~ Chief Minister Datuk Patmggl Haji

Abdul Taib Mahmud described
Jugah as a self-made man who rose

.to be one of the natxon S Ieadmg

statesmen. :

- “His advice was always sought )
and-held in high esteem in Kuala
Lumpur and elsewhere,” Abdul Taib-

~said. He added that Jugah was an

outstanding leader who confributed

- to the formation of Malaysm

Tunku Abdul Rahman in-his

- condolence message. said; “Jugah .

could.not read or write Enghsh or

. Malay or even the Iban language.
“used o call him my “Beatle boy”
-because of his special Iban hair-do.

His special hair-do was one thing

_that he had to retain because it was
"an ancient custom. Sp-when he went

to London with me people used to

- steal aglance at the Beatle boy, but

Jugah enjoyed itall”-
Well, at this time of the year when B

~Malaysians heap accolades-on the

leaders of the past and present when
celebrating Merdeka Day and

- National Day; let us not forget this

simple man whose eloquence

_Imipressed a 1ot of people.

He played a historic role in
persuading the Thans to accept the
formation of Malaysia. The people of
Sarawak will remember himasan

-ouistanding leader who had

sacrificed much for the development
of the rural people who had until
then been lefl without education,
health facilities and social services.




