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KANGAR. The’ Padang Besar o
Umno division. has withdrawn -
its invitation to- former Prime.
“Minister Tun Br- Mabhathir Mo-.-
~hamad to open-its annual ‘gen-

eral meeting. .

" Division chief Datuk Zahldl"
Zainul Abidin said -when the

invitation was. made the divi-
sion was under the impression
that “any respectable leader”

could be invited-to .open such

meetings. . .

He said this. was based on -
precedents in ‘the-past, such as. -

when former deputy Prime

~“Minister Tun Musa Hitam ‘was .

given the honour to open Umno

meetings although he had left 8

" the Cabinet. ¢
..He added that. heads of Bari-
san_Nasional component par-

“kan).

The division: was not aware:
that only ministers, mentris

besar, supreme council .mem-"

bers and division chiefs from
Umno were allowed. to. open

“such “meetings; Zahidi told a
press: couference here yester- ’

day. -

1ntent10n to invite Dr Mahathlr

~Zahidi . sald Primeé Minister
Damk Seri. Abdullah Ahmad_
Badawi would now be 1nv1ted '

to'ope
~ Aug27.

: sald
Umno secretary-general Da-
“tuk-Seri ‘Radzi-Sheikh Ahnad -
“had said recently that dlsc1ph- ‘
nary action would be tiken if-
the division  persisted with its -

‘:""'j,ao’ * Lr‘,
the division’s AGM on

“But we are going ahead with

i ':the ceramah where Dt Mahathir

has been-invited to give. a

*_‘speech,” he said; ‘adding that

the -division -was_ net going

_against party guidelines

He -said the ceramah: would
beheld at 10am on Aug 26 near
Taman Beséri Indah,

“We do_not want to disap-

_-point Padang Besar folks who

have been waiting to meet Dr
Mahathir for a long time,” he
idi said it was not proper
40 testrain Dr- Mahathlr from
airing his views, "~

““Even-. former Smgapore
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew is
still given the chance to - ex-
press hlS views,” he added
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