








nd pay tt
ut v hen they got tl

Malay, for.example, you are anti-

Malay language; ‘why are you /f
learning English? Or'it could'be ‘I

am-a Malay, why should I learn
Enghsh?' That kind i

: Lyou.give-reg
porters or.to people w
, port you if you travel

“not because there isa pollceman’stand- (1

ing by or somebody is going to report them.
y_reject drugs of -

Because drugs are bad,

'y . 8
< leaders who are corrupt becoming elected [

ers-who are: elected. .

'sold and sold ‘unti

t;man could not sell :

o ) orruption. Do you see.
. thisas compronusmg on the way they face

i ‘corruptlon?

I think there are: certam things- whlch do-
-+-/NOt amount.te.corruption:-You-are sitting:at ...

" Are you saying money pOlithS ‘started
wayba' in the late 19 ‘s(and 80s? .

p ng, whaty did people talk about? Money pol-

tlcs only.

umiputra polly or anythmg, they talked
ly bout: that‘- because that is the main

, you tried very hard tofight corruptlon Do
o youthlﬂkthatPaklahcando anything?

*. {Only -if). people are ‘prepared. to nhame.
names The moment you are offered money,-
you should inform (the authorities) that so-.

*and-so 1s m my office .offering money-or
s P =z 1 TURN TO NEXT PAGE




’Dr M: U mno’ s |

credibility
now at stake

© FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

«demanding money from me.
‘That would stop it completely.
If somebody does not report
'then you can consider that per-
son corrupt,
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| But a lot of things are not

idone directly, it is done

i through networking. -

- Even through networking,
eventually it has to comeé to
you. Which net is used, you

- have to identify (it).

There is a perception or
sentiment among Umno lead-
ers that they should not be
talking about money politics
;anymore as it hurts the
party’s image more. Do you
; agree with that kind of state-
. Ients?

Definitely it will hurt the
party’s image. | hear that Malay
professionals. are not joining
Umno because they think it is a
corrupt party. But if you don’t

. talk and the thing goes on, it is

bad also. If you talk, you must
be” prepared to do something

- about it, not just say, “Oh there

is money politics.” Then when
people ask, “How do you
know?” you say you know (but
as to) “Who?” (you reply) “Oh, [
cannot reveal.” I think it is very
bad for Umno because it impli-

cates even the people who are

not involved.

So it is working against the
party when you say that with
that kind of image and repu-
tation, Umno is not drawing
young people to join? That
will be very important. ,

Yes, ‘that is very important,
The credibility of the party is
now at stake. We are the
Government and we are trying

‘to ensure ‘that we have a gov-

ernment that is not corrupt.

If this happens, people will
say, “Huh, you want us to be
incorrupt but you are worse
than us.” That will undermine

the credibility of the Govern-
ment. So, you must clear up this
problem. o

- Where is the money com-

ing from?

I'don’t know. Apparently lots

of people who ‘made a lot of
money. Maybe there are sup-
porters who think that if so-

-and-so gets into office, they

might get better treatment and
all that. Crenies-lah, '

In the elections, there
were a few surprises like the
return of Tan Sri Rahim
Tamby Chik. What is your
reaction to this?

I really don’t know. I think he
has been trying many, many
times. He could not even get
into ‘his own division. There
were also some people who
actually blocked him. He may
have had some sympathy votes
but I am not very sure.

Maybe people will accuse
him of using money.or whatev-

er. But those people who want
to accuse, should speak up if
they have evidence,

That's the -problem "with
money politics. People - talk
about it but people do not want

* to do anything about it. Iy fact, ‘
two of the most senior people

who lost (in the Umno elec-
tions), have said they know who
but they cannot reveal because
it would hurt their friends;

Now if you are thinking
about’ your friends, then of

course let’s not talk about
money- politics. But if you are
thinking about the nation, the
people, the morality of the peo-

ple, the success or failure of the -

people, whether we elect cor-
rupt leaders or not, then. we

‘must start, we must say “He is

the one who gave.”

Which one do you value
more -~ friendship or honesty
and incorruptibility? If “you
think - that corruption is very
bad, your friend will have to go.

I had to decide against my
friend once, you know. .

The man [ brought up, who
was going to be my successor.
But if I find that somebody has.
done wrong, sorry, my friend
has to go. I don’t-care what's
going to happen to me. And [
became very unpopular,

But that's all right; because if

‘you are in a-position to make

decisions, you must make them
based on your conscience and
principles, - P
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