_KUALA LUMPUR. Prlme M]mster Datuk “on why
Seri ‘Abdullah Ahmad Badawi fought back
last night, hmmg out at critics-and demying
-accusations of nepousm and defended hlS .
" squeaky-clean image, -
. After’'months of furning 'fhe other cheek,
“refusingto responddirectly to-criticism by
his predéecessor Tun Dr Mahathir = -
Mohamad, the premier finally’ answered
some of the most sensitive alegations.”
. He denied thal his son, Kamaluddin, and
son -in-law, Khairy. Jamaluddm have
- beneﬁtedmcludmg getlmg government

'dld not get the mformauon he Wanted ‘He :
hopes 1o be informed. i the PM does not
speak, let the ministers speak.
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77 “Kamaluddin is the blggest shareholder
£ oin the oil and gas services.company Scomx
. Group while Khairy owns a small mterest
B m ‘the investment bank ECM Libra Bhd. -
- ““Kamal (Kamaluddin) never Imsused
*"his relations with:me. Kamal was never
.invelved in local companies;or concessions.
“No. He never asked any help 1 frorm the
government Never in.anything that meeds -
bail-out,” said Abdullah, who took over:
from Mahathir on Oct 31, 2003.

Fhave to be very, T

, bedt geod ‘o bad, many people will -
; e impact; B! made a bad decision;
the ¢o sequences: will be bad. If there isa -
‘good impact «
. it. But what wotTies me is that if it turns out
On Khajry he said: “He bought s shares 10'be wrong ... not good, a lot of peeple will
1o becomea parlner in ECM Libra ...1 - suffer and face
“knew he took-a Toar for that purpose. . - _afraidof?
;There is no proof that he selzed S
*.government projeets? . :
Abdullah, who was b]lled as Mr Clean,
.- .and his cabinet have.ended up. facing the
~same kind of allegations that haunted
Mahat]nr during his 22-year tenure. The
- ironyis that Mahathir, 81, hlmself is
- leadmg the charge. " ' :MachiaveHi’s approach should. be practised.
7. Mahathir feels betrayed by Abdu]]ah s Cannot. We cannot legitimise anything 1o
decxsmn to shelve some state prmeets that 2~ achieve what we want. T do not hold o th.lS
. were: proposed by the previous : - philosophy” he said.
government. He has also lately. attacked The
" business dea]mgs of Ahdu]lah’s famﬂy ‘
m

.on hls/attltude which i |s consulered
ik He prefers to bea respected leader than
one who is feared by the people as opined
by the political scientist Nieolo Machlave]h
' “I.don’t believe. As a Muslim,:~

- an important thing 1o be a leader but more

emp : <L impertantly is to uphold the Iruth and '

b Ex:eerpts of the 4(}m11mte mtemew S ]ustlce
: with Bernama chairman Datuk Mohd g

s Annuar Zam1 a]redby TV5 last mght 3
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eople WhO want to know What,: :

T realise since I became
e Immster know whatéver decision I X

peﬂple I thank God for .

ardshlp ﬂus is-whatl am -~

Adopting a soft or harsh attitude i is not e

 » ABDULLAH ANSWERS CRITICISMS ON LEADERSHIP, NEPOTISM, 9MP

Thisis Ilke
Rlaymg football
| 'f-mlnu esrand

people have
unished me.
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~and ralsmg the -
: empo My

le is
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Buti've never
deviated from -

~ my long-term:

~goal. 1 know
‘Where | am .
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Being gung ho

» From Front Page

-“If what is done is the truth and fair,
then there lies the ﬁrmness inthe
decision. There is no need to be * gung ho’.
Lam used to miake decisions and some

" among them are difficult for me. There is
no need to shew off. That’s my style”

He always monitors the running of the
government including the actions by
‘cabinet ministersiand reprimand:them
when necessary. “1 reprlmand them -

. during the cabinet meeting, over the
telephone. That’s my way of reprimanding
people, while in the car; I'll phone them?

On accusatlons of mlsmanagement in
his administration:

“This is slander, if they are smcere, .
write a letter, be brave because you are -
telling the truth. Tell us and we will take
-action. 1 want them to prove how, what
information, where he got the 1nf0rmat10n
from. If they cannot produce (evidence),
then they should face the consequences 2

on mcreasmg lmpatlence with him-
after securing a big reform mandate
in 2004 elections:

“This is like playing football hardly 10
minutes-and people have pumshed me.
I'm just Warmmg up and raising the
tempo. My style is different frorn Tun
Mabhathir ... But I've never deviated from
my long-term goal. 1 know where I am
gomg”

on whether the government has the
money to pay for the 9MP;:

“We have the money and we can take it
out. Previously, when I 'took ever the .
country’s administration, the deficit was
quite high and if it is Teft unchecked it
wilk centinue to rise and bring about
negative 1mphcat10ns

* “So, titne was given to address matters -
relatlng to the deficit, but we succeeded ..
I'managed to reduce the deficit?

On monitoring 9MP-projects:.

“We have ministers, they have to
implement the projects. If they cannot,
we’ll replace them. That is what I want.
The policies and strategies have been

\determmed” Reuters/Bernama
i AN B 3
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