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PETAWNG JAYA: More parties 
have come forward to pledge 
their support for Datuk Seri 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi fol- 
lowing criticisms levelled 
against the Prime Minister by 
his predecessor Tun Dr Maha- 
thir Mohamad. 

MCA president Datuk Seri 
Ong Ka Ting said the party cen- 
tral camit tee  backed Abdul- 
l a b  leadership and had unani- 
musly endorsed the statement 
ma&& him (Ong) on Thurs- 
day expressing the MWs sup- 

Abdullah as Prime 
nd Barisan Nasional 

- c e  said Abdullah must be 
gi* undivided support to ful- 
Et ifhe promises pledged to the 
people as well as to bring devel- 
opment to the nation in realis- 
ing Vision 2020. 

"He has also introduced im- 
portant agendas, such as the 
National Integrity Plan, to com- 
bat corruption, in order to im- 
prove the nation's competitive- 
ness," said Ong, who is Housing 
and Local Government Minis- 
ter. 

The people should give their 
full support to Abdallah, Ong 
said, , ' . 

"His compassibnate leader- 
ship style is evident in his 
emphasis to eradicate poverty 
irrespective af race,'' he toId 
repoaers after chairing the 
party's central committee meet-- 
ing at the MCA headquarters 
yesterday. 

"The Prime Minister also 
emphasises om the needs _of the 
less fortunate as well as work- 
ieg towards a tnore*caring and 
morally conscions sGciety." 
Umno JYduth chief Datuk Seri 

Hihainmuddin Hussein said Dr 
Mahathir had gone overboard 

.,Qc*~oing on a 'persanal attack" 
agamst hfs successor, saying 

-t&t the comments were "un- 
'vtranartted, uncalled for and 
unfair". 
: He s&d Dr ~ahathir's criti- 
cism and view5 could not be ** accepted as merely that-of any 
&ry citizen because what- 
eve"rahe said had an impact on 
tkCovernment and party, and 
affected public perception. 

''We cannot accept a person- 
al attack on the leadership 
w9ch we feel is wrong. The 
g h m  of words (used by Tun) 
ibCjrs just townuch. It is disap- 
ptt t ing to us," he said yester- 
da3aft:er chairing a Youth exco 
mgting. 
,- ~ a ~ ~ ~ u k h c i z  Mahathir, an 
-exco.@embei and the son ofthe 
farmer prime minister and 
miry-Jamaluddin, the son-in- 
law of the present Prime 

' Miraister both attended the 
meeting and were also present 
a t  the press conference. 

In Kuching, Chief Minister 
Tan Sri Abdul Taib hkhmud 
said: "We received a strong 
mandate fromthe people in the 
just-concluded state election 
iihd we have formed the state 
government to carry out devel- 
opment programmes under the 
Ieadership gfpak Lak" 
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