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Anwar: Mahathir feit
" “Further, my proposa‘l asthe..
(then) finance minister, to'han-

KUALA :LUMPUR: Datuk Seri

Anwar. [brahim; who is suing -
Tun Di Mahathir Mohamad for -

defamation, . claimed _that-the
former' - prime * minister- felt

threatened by his (Anwar's)

popularity in'Umrio; .

He said - Dr -Mahathir feared

that he would challénge him for
the. Umno presidency.and sub-

sequently his political power as’.

prime: mlﬂlStEl‘

“This fear and uncertainty of

the defendant (Dr Mahathir) -
‘over ‘his political power as
prime “minister . worsened : in

September 1998,” he said in his

“response to the statement -of
defence by the former prime

minister that was filed at the
High Court registry by his
lawyer, S.N. Nair.

~In his response, the former
deputy prime minister added:

dle “the " financial - crisis - of
1997/1998 had' made: the
defendant furious.”.

~In the suit filed last Jan‘27,‘
Anwar had claimed that Dr
Mabhathir had issued defamato- -

ry statements-about him to sev-

eral journalists and ‘local and -
international media represen-

tatives.

hreatened by me

Dr Mahathir - is alleged to

have made the statements at a
press conference at the-premis-
“es of the Human Rights Com-
*‘mission of Malaysia - here - in
-September last year. STl
Anwar claimed - that - the "

statement implicated him.as-a

homosexual, .a wayward per-
son, one who was unqualified .

to hold political posts or:any
post, a man with criminal

inclination and a danger to's0=
~clety. ‘

Anwar, who is seekmg com-
pensatory, -aggravated - and

-exemplary damages as well as
-:other-‘relief which* the court

deems fit, also wants a court

‘-mjunctlon to prevent Dr Maha—
‘thir and/or his agents from re-

peating the defamatory words
by way of speechor pubhca—
tlon —Bernama -



