
responsibility and obligation to ""They said Iraq could launch 
stand up to their governments if weapons of mass destruction in 45 
they are guilty of great violence, minutes (but there were none) and 
said former UN assistant secretarv- now thev are savinn that Iran could 
general Denis Haliday. 

" 

be a nudear threatin three to four 
He was concerned that Americans months," he said. 

had been hijacked by the system He also pointed out that the US 
and their "misplaced patriotism" contributes 22% of the UN's budget, 
made the United States one of the and this made the organisation vul- 
most dangerous countries in the a m b l e t o  its demands. 
world. Fcmpm prime minister Tun Dr 

There was a mad dash, he said, to ~aha&ir  Mohamad described the 
intrude and provide the so-called global arms race as "homendous," 
freedom and democracy "even if we noting that it would costUS$200mil 
have to kill you." fRM730.8mil) just to keep one F-18 

By accepting the situation and fighter plane flying. 
keeping silent, he said, the people "We don't need killing machines 
were in fact collaborating with their which are more costly than the ear- 
leader. lier ones. It is a waste of-huge sums 
^ ''Thgs a wry uncomfortable fed- of money to buy an aircraft which 
ing. We have a duty to stop it," he we hope not to use," he said. 
told the Perdana Global Peace Pubhc To a question. Dr Mahathir admit- 
Forum. ted that it would be impractical at 

Haliday's former colleague at the the moment to try US president 
, UN Hans Von Sponeck said the George W- Bush and British Prime 

"global blood pressure" had gone up. Minister Tony Blair as war criminals 
The reason, he said, was "incredi- for the lies they told to go to war in 

ble double standards" that exist in Iraq. 
the UN and the Security Cauncil. He said& was up to the "cwrt of 

Citing an example, Von Spgneck the people" t + ~  decide whether to re- 
said it was despicable to see how a elect such war-mongers. 
powerful president of one of the In his speech earlier, he voiced his 
permanent members of the Security concern over war preparations on 
Council (the US] could go to New Iran, now under way. 


