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JOHOR BARU: The nuinbers and -

" facts are impressive,

The -most a,mbmous » develop- }
- ment project in'the region..Some -
- 2800,000jobs to be created over 20

“years. |

“An area nearly three tlmes the
- size of Singapore with passport— ;

-free zones for foreigners.’

*Aproject that can generate an :
-average rate of growth of elght‘

- per centfor Johor. -+

- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab- '

" dullah Ahmad Badawi said with

* the right execution, the Iskandar. -
“ate two free access zones for for---

‘eigners to live and work. There
will-be no Immlgratlon and Cus- -

Development. Region (Iskandar)

could becomnie a model of develop-
> ment for the world over the next

. fiveto 10 years. -

“Souith Johor has it all — strate-’,
g1c location; strong alr and sea lo-r'

glstlcal mfrastructure, '

‘ample
land, an educated-workforce, vi-
brant culture ‘and a progressive
and visionary state government, ks

“Truly, Iskandar is blessed with

* the elements that make a dynam-
ic mternatlonal metropohs Itre- "~
. mains for us to0 ensure that this.

“immense potentlal is ‘harnessed -

and realised for the benefit of all.”
-The Prime Minister was speak--
mg at the official launch of Iskan- -

dar by the Sultan of Johor ata glit- -
tering*ceremony” in' Danga Bay .

here that was- telecast live by
RTM :
~The government will also cré-

tors check: for entry mto these
zones. = ‘

Khazanah Nas1onal’s semor\

: wce-pres1dent 1

said these zones would be a mag-
~netfor busmessmen and mdustrl- P
b “The ohjecuve is to draw wealth‘ :
to Johor. The key word is free-ac: /
cess " he added. -

. Abdullah said the government'-
was determined to deepen and -
accelerate “the development of”

- Iskandar in the coming years. ¢
“I am_confident Iskandar will
- prov1de a quantum leap in devel-

opment to transform the region

‘into ‘another ‘world-class metro-

polis of the country a.fter Kuala
Lumpur.” -
‘Undey the masterplan Iskan-

dar will be transformed into-a lo- -
gistical hub by -leveraging the

ports: at Tanjung" Pelepas Jehor
Port and Senai Airport:
'New service industries wﬂl also

be developed, such as cyber cen-

t:res a medlca,l huh an lnterna-
./ fional Islamic finance centre, cre-
ative industrial parks anda centre :
~for halal manufacturing, -

World-class institutions of hlgh-

S er lea.rmng and research:centres
-~ are going 10 be created to- hoostr -
“human capital development. -

: To-kick-start these and other
nnua,tlves the government has al-

“Jocated RM4.3 billion under the -
Ninth Malaysia Plan.

Government—hnked , entn:les

such as Khazanah Nasional and-
“the’ Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) will invest an addltlonal
-~ RM3.4billion. ‘
Additionally, private sector -

vestors, both local and foreign,

“are expected to inject massive
-amounts of capital into Iskandar
~“over the next five to 10 years.

*“Taken in total, we are expect-

irig atleast RM10 'billion of invest- "

E MAKING OF A WORLD CLASS

ments in thlS regmn in the early‘
“phase of development.”

- The biggest names in mterna-,

“tional business, Abdullah added,

were expected to locate here in -

“dite course.

The projects will be co- ordmat-
ed by a new statutory agency —
South -Joher Authority (SJA) —
whichwill ‘serve as a one-stop
centre for processing plans and

_proposals

- SJA w1ll "be benchmarked
against the region’s best in terms - ‘

. of service standards to.effectively |

support Iskandar’s current and -
future partners.

-“We -mean busmess < stressed
the Prime Minister. -~ - :

“Qur vision is to make south Jo-
hor the new mternatlonal address

“for business, mvestment, leisure

and culture. It will showcase all
tha_t Malaysia can be.” 7 LEA ,



