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security issues such
diplomacy, Malaysia led

stay focused on its original rof
fostering trade. -
Prime Minister Datuk Serl Ab

dullah Ahmad . Badawi, ‘in a
keynote address-to”top business
leaders at the Asia Pacific Eco- -
“nomic Co-operation CEQ suminit
~ here yesterday, said the regional .-

grouping needstoreturntoits role

~ as an instrument for mempers in
‘the region,~spanning China 1o

Chile, to promote  eeconomic
growth through a freer and: falrer
flowoftrade. =~ .

“The most urgent prlorlty is to

refine. the. role -of Apec-im the.
~ eémerging reglonal architecture

and make it a more effective pro-
cess for regional co-operatlon inits -
specific field,” said the prime min-

day for the two-day Apec Summit -
of leaders that began yesterday.
As the mainly’ Western ‘media

_ reported that President George W. -
Bush, -Secretary ‘of ‘State Con- -

doleezza Rice .and US officials: -

-were. loudly “pursuing - Korean

diplomacy on the sidelines” with
South Korea, Russia; China and

. Japan, there were few signs of a.ny

breakthrough:on the Korean'issue, -
or how the issue might really

- touch other Apec members.

Abdullah said the isstie ofnuc

ar proliferation in North Kored:is

anertam and must be _ ac

dia, and thefhaﬂenge they pose to

“the ability of many countries to -
continug to attract much needed :

Apec leaders ares xpectedtms-{’
“siie.a statement today expressing .
concern about North Korea’s niu-

- clear testing and missile launches rer
-~ ister, who arrived here late on Fri-».-officials said.

; : €0 Ift
should look at Among these is the gles that would hold back fulk. re-

phenomenal rise of China and In-

gional co-operation.”

At Apec Malaysm and so.me,
have been pushing.
f another kind -

F Iated to -en-

, cuttmg tarnrsubsidies

| laid the foundation for Apec lead-
““ers to focus on: counter-terrorlsm

meastres to improve business

“mobility with betterborder--and

aviation” security, - enable .secure:
trade and adopt measures to con-
trol the cross-border spread. of

~avianfluand flu pa,ndemlcs

But all was notlost on the trade
‘and economic co-operation front,
as top leaders were on the verge of

" agreeing ori a stand alone state-

- -ment pledging: their readiness to -
‘make: deeper coneessions to put.’

- the derailed Doha Round of World
_Trade Organisation {WTO) free
trade talks back on track.

After the first day of their retre at

-yesterday, Apec leaders declared-
.. theywere ready to Jumpstart the-.
co]lapsedDoha Round: .

negoﬁahons “back on a
wards atimelye eonclusmn

ther delay- negotlatlons .
balanced: a.nd a:mbl-r_ ,

= The leaders also Ci ed on other .

' rkey non-Apec players in-the talks,.
““‘such as the Européan Union and "
* India; to make similar gestures to
.resume the Doha Round. The Do- <

ha Round failed in July after four
years of negotiations, when the US,

" the EUand some déveloping coun- -

tries failed toreacha consensus or)/

" The irade agreernenﬁbemg ne-
gotiated by the WTO is irportant
for Malaysia because its trade is.
more than douhlé its gross domes-
making™Treer trade |
ket access vital
ONOMIC SUCEess.



