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R LANGKAWI TunDr: Mahathlr Mo-
hamad'is leaving it to the’govern-

P

~ment and Umno-to: decide on -his

‘role as adviser to several govern- -
ment . agencies:.and as.a. party

- meniber.

Stressmg that 1t was the prerog N
ative of the’ government and the-

..party, the former prime minister:

said he would abide’by any(de(n-j'

- sionmade by them.

“¢Lhear the calls a.nd that is’ then"

~ right. 1 they want to: throw.: me out
they can do so;

. and protests from n
1ers’ over: h]S um: tm‘

' sion, agamst Dr Mahathlr for hlS y

attacks on'the government.

.7 DrMahathir and his wife, Tun Dr o
_ - Siti Hasmah Mohamad_ Ali
“here yesterday on a day-long visit
“1o inspect several on -going devel-‘
-opmentprojécts. . -

Asked for his opinion on the call;

0US quar-

on the 8
dontthmka.boutl 4

- didnot have any opinion on if.

T will abide by thelr demsron 1T

will abide by all without protest,”
he said when asked about a.sug-
gestion by Kedah: Menteri Besar

"~Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid that he

should relinquish his post as-advis- -

_ er ‘to-several- government-linked -

companies: “including - Petronas;

Proton-andthe Langkawi Develop-
. ment Authority since he had been -

"~ critical of the government,

‘Kedali Umne.

Youith chief MohdAt a

f Rawi Abdul Hapmid had also re- -
. ‘cently suggested stern action; in-"

E -cludmg a warmng and a suspen-' -

‘. *That is their right. So, it is their -
. right.Idon’tknow but let’s not spin
‘teo much: Just report whatever I
. said,” hesaid: ;
"Earlier, when' asked for hlS com- pr
. ment. on' the . current  political
events, he cynically responded by
.saying that everything was fine;
- “All is smooth. Moving smoothly
and-if you. don’t believe, -read the
- Straits -

szes (New- Strazts
Times),”hesaid, -~

~*Then,. lookmg towards the NST
reporter whohad posed the ques- -~
tion, he asked: “You Straits Times?
‘(New Straits  Times). Then you .
should know. What is there to ask ;

ov \
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'All« is movmg smoothly and ei’ﬁ-" ;
- clently.” :

“ Asked: about the pos1t10n of Un-

“no'considering his spat with Prime

- Minister. Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
" mad Badawi, he said, ‘alsoina cyn- -

ical tone; that Umno was enjoying -
very strong support from the peo-
ple- :

ST “Accordlng ‘to. news reports o
- Umno* is getting - overwhe]mmg «
~supportfromthe people and thatis

“Asked if the call for-hitn rehn-
*_quish his adwsorypo ts was anat- .+ .
~tempt-to sideline him, he said: he® .

based onwhatIhaveread so far.

tend many functions durmg theas-

- ‘sembly,’ ‘Including the ' dinners
-“hosted: by the pre31dent and his
‘deputy,”he said. : .
However, he expressed dlsap-\
" pointment that the hosts of two
. events had suddenly w1thdrawnj
» their invitations tohim. . - :

He said he was to have gone to

Johor yesterday for a function but
“the ‘host, Perkida (a-Malay-hased
non-govermnenta.l orgamsatlon) oF

', mno

“I.don’t know, I read the news-.
0TS and the people support o
: "Umno ;
5 0n whether e would. attend the
~Umno general assembly, Dr Ma-
“hathir said he was stﬂl thmklng
-aboutit. ‘
““I'have received 1nv1tat10ns toat-

wnhdrew the 1nv1tat10n last week

- “Another Baling-based NGO had
dlso invited him for ‘an event on .

~"Nov, 3, but he learnt yesterday that

it had also w1thdrawn the 1nv1ta- ‘

tion. -
Asked if any reasons were glven

for-the vmthdrawals he sald there
~was none. :

“This is because I'am not popu-

because. they did ‘so voluntarlly

from -now, they. nnght JInvite: me k

~again,” he said,” ;
~In jest, he said he was thankful‘

~-that Datuk Abu Bakar Taib.(MP for -
~Langkawi)" ‘had mv1ted him - for
“lunch. - ‘

- “H he wants to w1thdraw the m-i/_
vitation now, I will go back;” he -

zamanAbd Ghani.. .

- Earlier, he said he: was m

Langkavm to’ visit - the - various
tourist’ spots and hoped that he

_would be allowed to-visit:the island
‘when he was-no longer Lada ad-

viser.

':larandthatswhytheydldso Also, "

~ without any pressure from. any .
apartres . .
“Maybe next year or 10 yea.rs*

|

said, drawing laughter from his
- wife and several-others; incliding
~Lada general manager. Kamaruz- ;



