Intentlon was to conve

WT- 110}

[ | By Farrah Naz Karim
farrah@nst commy -

yesterday after his meeting with Prime

Minister. Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad‘

Badawi. .

Dr Mahathlr said: We met-for: two :

“hours. It was toconvey all my dotibts:

been buggi -~ in’ 20 minutes;

He totiched a bit on a.few things, in--
cluding on his $6n (Kamaluddin) and -
son-in-law (Khairy Jamaluddin)-and
my: allegation that ‘we have a police’
state whereby I said each time Iam .~
_invited; the police will be called to A1
question and msul fear in the’ amh-* fie

ence. -

“He sa.ld thlS was not true He dls-:
- agreed that we have a police state. He -
- alsotold mie that since I had done this;.

1 had become very unpopular.and -

. become more popular..

There wasn’t much about a.nythmg

‘ . else. My intention was to. convey my
'THE foIIowmg is the transcript of Tun Dr

MahathirMohamad'’s Press conference
“at is ‘residence’ in Seri- Kembangan-

views ‘and we will ‘wait and see if
there  will. be changes or not. I

brought up and explained the bridge -
“issue but: there ‘were no comments

fromvhim. -
Many other issues I brought up -
were not touched on but he:noted ev-

erything in‘his little black book (ike
" mine) all that Isaid. All the time Twas -
~-talking he ‘was jotting. (The notes) It
I managed to convey issues that had was thick. 1 hope following this meet-

-ing there will be some kind of acuon

taken. That sall. -

Q Areyou haopymﬂlthe meet-
ing?’ o

en able to say these -

_things directlytohim. People say that

Thave been making comments from

_outside, butnowfha.ve seenhlm But
v ybe

7 'Vappy Iamsatls- o

Z,UD

y my views’

Q Was 1t a frmtful discussion?

A:To me, it was worthwhile as I got
~ tosayitfrankly, (it was also) the way 1
‘had said it to the piiblic; But theidea
- thatifThave agrouseIgoandtell = .
- him, I think thatitis not workable be- -
- cause.people won’t know why T have
_-agrouse,sohave to explain why

somethmg thati i done iswrong.

need to?-

. A He dldn tsay a.nythmg
: Q How do you readmto that? ‘ C

““A:AsfarasTm concernedifhe

- 'doesn’tsay zmythmg,lwﬂl doit. But

- whether he saysy yes orno, fam going
' to continue.Tam goingto continue if-
" feel thatifsométhingisdoneisnot =
S beneﬁcml to'the country. ’

5 :Q Was1t Justthetwo of you"
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- #:Not all. He mentioned about his
~ sonandson-in-law’s involvement
_and he said it was notright, that this

accusation that they ring up people -

~ and all that was not true. But he
_wantstofind outfrom them whether .

they did.or not. )
Q: Areyou expectmg any feed- -

. back?

Q:How did the PM react whenyou .
. said youwill contmue cnt[msmg if

A Idldntaskfor any.

G Dldyouaskforanyformofas- '
surance" E

A: Ldidn’t ask for that. Twashot
there to argue: I just wanted expla-

- _-nations on the things that I am not

happy about
Q: What are you expecting after

- A:We will see what happens.

ey are notasyou expect-
% Ifthe had
ed?

that he had also lost popularity:be- g A Yes ustthetwo ofus Nobod; ‘
cause of my criticisms. And that the. . ¢oung ' om " else. 2 y A: Ireserve the right to comment
people who have benefited from thiS - ¢igmg ; : ]glf’g g;z;ﬁlﬁ: ggéllis sothéreisnorea- - L S ’ '

are (Datuk Seri) Anwar Ibrahim and - plgck me fromspeaking to Umnois son the election of Umno’s office 43 Dld you get the rephes to the is- , o

- (Datuk) Nik Aziz Nik Mat, who have sties youraised? - O TURNTOPAGE4,COL 1

not good, not right. Thavelostmy

rhea,reljs should not be held.
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and I also “pointed out that in Umno, there must be
freedom for members to speak their minds. He is
wrong not to allow Umno to speak their minds.

Q: Was there anything that you were unhappy

about that was not raised?

A:Iraised everything, including that his name ap-
peared in the list of companies that dealt with the
Oil-for-Food programme. He said he had nothing to
do with that. That he simply wrote a letter to intro-
duce this man who was married to his sister-in-law.

Q: Were alot of the issues you raised answered?

A:No... he didn’t answer much as there were two
hours and I spoke for one-and-a-half hours. There
-was half anhour left and he touched on several is-
sues and then he stopped, you see, so we went back.

Q: How was the tone of the meeting?
A: Ttwas very cordial... he listened.

Q Were you able to put across your point to the

PM?

A: Yes, Iwas able to explain why‘I am not happy with
. somany things, including Proton, the AP and Rafidah.

Q: Will there be a follow-up meeting?
A: Ttwas not scheduled. I didn’t say anything about it

buthe said somethlng thatitd be goodificomeand |
see him.



