"KUALA LUMPUR Hopes of a.
ceasefire - between Tun Dr- Ma- -
~hathir-Mohamad and: the Prime
Minister- after Sunday'’s. peace -

- talkslay in tatters after the former
- prime minister upped the ante, - -
- "He accused Datuk Seri Abdullah
. Ahmad. Badawi of - sturning the

-~ country into a police state, called. -
~into:-question -his - integrity and
~added more embrmdery to past

ﬁg.deaded by the Cabinet and he was
“avery good deputy But people
“e;change when they have power

-allegations.. -

* -, This latest attack came ba.rely
24 hours after: Dr “Mahathit’s
* two-hour meeting at Seri Perdana

. and damaged hopes of a reconcil- -

- iation during the hely month of

- Ramadan which Ma,lay51ans had

hopedfor v
If anything, it showed that the

. former-prime minister was bent -

on continuing his = campaign

- against Abdullah and his admlms- ' T 25

a good hearing from the PM, Dr

- Mahathir said what he knew was

 that Abdullah had listened. Lo
-“He wrote in his notebook. You

sée, he may have written some- -

thing else, but as far as I can see,

tration.

His comments’ yesterday sug-:

gest that a ceasefire will only be
" possible if Abdullah jettisons what
he is doing and adopts policies and.

ideas from Dr Ma.hath]rs play- 3

book.

“-some change, until 1 achleve some
“restlts,” e said,
During his meeting w1th Abdul-

lah the spoke on a range of issues-

~—charges of nepotism against the

PM, concerns-on his managenent -
-of the economy, the Approved Per- .

‘mits.scheme; the fate-of Proton

“-and thelack of opportunity for him -

to speak at Umno functions.

T wﬂl contihue until there is -

kf—

‘,,When he was DPM h|s chlldren and
'y_;son |n Iaw were not mvolved He |
agreed to everythlng that was |

Dr Mahathlr

—J 3—

he had something in his notes.”

Speaking at a Press conference at

his home in Seri Kembangan yes-
terday, Dr Mahathir said his lega-

. cywasnotbeing eroded asaresult

of the controversy. .-
“It is'heing chipped away by the

-actions of this government,” he said.

“Healso dismissed: allegations

that his ‘attacks were harming -
Umno, pointing his ﬁnger instead

* - at Abdullah. N
- Asked whether he had received - .

/“It not JllSt about d1v151ons

within Urnrio; it’s publi,ci support

for Umino which is beingeroded.” -

“Umno cannot  win - elections

without public support and today -

the public is very critical of the

_ present conditions of the present
-economy, the present system of
_administration, the involvement of

hlS family members.”
" He alsosuggested that Abdullah

~may be personally corrupt, citing

aletter the latter wrote for a rela-
tive’s company that obtained con-
tracts in the UN’s oil- for-food pro-
gramme inTraq. .

At “the time, Abdullah was

. deputy prime minister.

Abdullah™ has acknowledged

havmg written the letter but sald

" he did notbenefit from the deal,

- A United Nations inquiry last

year:-cleared him but Dr Mahathir .
" yesterday was bent on revisiting

theissue. -
Asked ifhe was accusing Abdul-
lah ‘of .corruption, Dr  Mahathir

* " said; “As far as I am concerned, it-

is wrong that a serving deputy

- -prime - minister - should get ~his
" . ‘name listed among the companies

which did oil-for-food trade w1th

Irag.

“You should not write letters of
recommendation for your own
relatives.”

Asked on his assessment of Ab-
dullah’s personal  integrity = and

" honesty, he shrugged and said: “I

don’tknow”
He said Abdullah- had changed

from the time when he was deputy

prime minister.

" -““When he was DPM, his chil-

dren and son-in-law were not in-
volved.

“He agreed to everythmg that
‘was decided by the Cabinet and he
was a very good deputy, -

“But people change when they

~-have power he said.

ease ll‘e hopes dashed

When asked whether he was
unhappy with Deputy Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Najib Razak for
not being vocal enough, Dr Ma-

hathir said whatever Najib did
~would affect his future. -

“I did lobby for him, but beyond
that I am not prepared to go and
do anything more,” he said.

He also said-he would not rule
out the chance of meeting Abdul-
lah again, but added that if it re-
mained a dialogue with just both
of them, the effect would be lost,

He claimed the government was
preventing him from airing his
views and ‘said police have pres--
sured people who invited him to
speak-at public gathermgs

- “The habit of asking police to

frighten people should be stopped.

“I consider this a police state. T
also consider my civil rights have
been taken away.”

It remains unclear if Abdu]lah
will respond to this latest outburst
from the former prime minister. -

But-he must have been stung by
the ferocity of the attack, coming
barely 24 hours after he welcomed

" him to the official residence.



