‘M ByJuneRamli
\; ~June@nst.com.my -

“Please: g0 back. to" our

pachings. 'is;not‘go,od»to:he\aparpof
ke suchLi)raétlcés;b}ejc;aﬁsé “one- would"
.-never-have: peace of mind: You will
ot liYe-in peace, and.one day; such *
1abits will backfire on you.” P
" As much as she would have liked t0.

attend the Umnio-general assembly '

| KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia's first
' woman .. minister,. ‘Tin -~ Fatimah .
‘Hashim, may o longer play anactive
role in Umno, but her face ‘stil] lights
up when recalling the 16°years she. - 1
spent asa politician. = - - oo Whichzbegin'stomorrow,ngtimah/is
©~Although.it- all happened. . more . izunable to do so: due 1o ~her poor
than. 30.years ago, the §2-year-old };}_’health.\ R
clearly recalled the historic. events - “Estillhave
she helped toshape, . = o .
‘Describing it as “the best times of - valk :
-y life”, she_ remembered with hu- [ and am suffering from old age;” she -
| mour the times when she had to ride saidi e R e L
a1 slephant, or-ctess & river.in a jeep- . ] , ‘ B But yoy can- be sure she- will he
B P R e R " glued io her television set to follow.

 foran Umnofunction. . - T
. 'But accessibility is not the only . h i d" - l/‘ the proceedings — and maghe.even
ah-said ‘at the time, people S

- a good memory, Tcan-
"_still see and rememberthings; but I
| - cannot walk as 1 have a-weak. heart-

| thing which has changed, said Fa- round the clock. But I.don’t see this - “She said everyone. would: get fo-. . Fat ] , pe passacpmmentortwo. - .-
! timah, whois amother of six children - any more,” shesaid. .~ /75 gether 1o organise talks and other: wanted achange, and they knew that - . “I havenot been going there for the
_ and doting grandmother. and great- - © Fatimah said-campaigns had to be' . party-related’ functions, even when  the -.change ~“could -only. happen past-few.years due - to. my:-failing
- grandmother .of 118 grandchildren < ongoing as policies needed to be ex- “they were not preparing for general - throughUmno. == = {4 % health. I cannot sit-for too long:as -
| and five great-grandchildren respec- .plained to the people.~ .. - L . elections.. - REE RO St The former ' welfare minister - "needttousethebathrobm-allythe;tiine.,
Ctivelys o “e wanted to get more people to - “In  those ,days,Athe'po]iﬁcianS;did; ~hoped that this spirit of working to- - But'I will be: waiching: it-from ‘the
| During her time as.an Umno Jead- - join Umno and help to champion our. - not have to fork outasinglesentoor- gether would- be rekindled among - comfort of my room this year-and;as. .
| er, campaigning was carried out all ~ causes, but now we den’t need that - ganise a function. The kampung folk = the new generation of partyleaders: - :always; I-cannot. wait for the presi-

_the time, and-not when partyor gen- - sort of campaigning anymore-as ev- . - put up the tents and also boughtand ~~ She also expressed her dismay-at < dent’s (Datuk Seri Abdullah Alimad

| ~eral elections .were around the'cor- - eryone is-aware that Umnois a good  cooked the food. oo e -.the emergence of money- politics in “ Badawi) ‘speech,” she said, - before *;
| ner. “Those days; we campaigned all- - party,’ said the former Kaum. Ibu- “Whenever we organised anUmno - -Umno, adding that it ‘would paint a .. ending the interview ‘as it was time
~ the time, it ‘was something we- did - (laterknownasWanitaUnmo)head».y »* function, everyone would chipin.”_ - negative image of the party. . . .- .. for her medication. . . ...~ - a0t




